
SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W.. SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX- 202-295-3*54

JK
SOCV BlMCKUNDQSTMCKLMfifUCCOII

Vemon A Williams, Socrclary
Surlacc InmsportationBoarxl
395 E Street, S.W.
W'ashinglonJK1 20421

April 2, 20(17
.,,

-JLf •
'

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) tMSF Railway Company-
Abandonment Exemption - in Clinton and Marion Counties, MN

Dear Secretary Williams:

hnclnscd please find an original and 10 copies of the Verified Notice of
l-'xemplion under 4<> C F R 1152 50 tor tiling with the IJo.ird in thv abiivc-n-feu-nied
matter.

Also enclosed is a check in the amount of $.1,100 00 Tor the filing Tee.

Vent (nil^jours.

-̂*Sidney!, Strickland. Jr s
Attorney fat ti.\'SF Raitwm Com/turn

APR3-Z007

f^-««* ^

^>X



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY -
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN CLINTON AND MARION COUNTIES, MN (SUB. NO. 452X)

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
UNDER 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 U)u Mcnk Dnvc
PC Box 96157
Fort Worth, TO 76161-0057

By SIDNI-Y1, SIKICKLAND. JK
: WAII l i

'1 Itf P Uri7,,.<M)> ' x-î  ''-"-v•' l J /xx /, A

- 2 ̂ 1
SIDNFY S'l RICKI AND AND ASSOCIAI HS
1050KSIRC1.NW.
Suite lOt
Washington, IX1 20007
(202 )13R- IT2S

Attttrnt.'\\\ hw Hh'Sf* Ktithnv ('omnam1

Off

APR 3 - ZOO?
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BEFORE TIIK
SURFAC K TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY -
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN CLINTON AND MARION COUNTIES, MN (SUB. NO. 452X)

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
UNDER 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY rBNSI ") ("Applicant") Hies this Verified Notice

ol l:xcmptiun under 49 C F R. 1152 Suhpart ]•'- hxemnl Abandonments

(49 C.F.R 1152.50) for RNSF to abandon a rail line that extends between Milepost 13 97

and Milepost 15.02, near Ccnlralia, in C'lmtun and Marmn Counties, fllimns (the "Line"),

a total distance of 1.05 miles

Ihc Line is depicted in a map thai is attached to this Notice as Appendix I

Responses to 49 C.F.R. 6 I IS2.SOrdM2):

I PntptM'd crtmummtttion daitjor ike tihantfonmrnt

1 he propiiscd consummation dale of ihis abandonment will he at least 50 davs

from the tiling dale of April 2,2007, which is May 22.2007

II ('crnfiailion nyuireJ in 49 C /• K $ 1152 50(ht

1 he required eerlificalion is altaLhed hereto as Appendix 2

III. Informalumrcqmrndh\ -I9CI~1R $ 115222

(u) General

(1) \-\OL\ name of Applicant



BNSh Railway Company r

(2) Mtether applicant is a lommon comer by railroad suhject to 49
USC Subtitle IV. i 'hupier 105

Applicant is a common carrier b> railroad subject to 49 U S C.

Subtitle IV, Chapter 105

(3) Relief Aoughl (abandonment of line or dHconlmutwte of \ervit. c)

BNSF seeks to use the class exemption flom Surface

I ransportution Uoard approval authori/ing the abandonment ot the

Clinton and Marion Counties I me specified above.

(4) Detailed maj) i>f the sifh/ect line

Sec Appendix 1

(7) Name, tnlc atui addre\\ of rej>rcjtcntative of applicant In 11 horn
correspondence \hoitld he

Sidney L Stneklund. Jr
Sidney Strickland And
Associates, IN LC

3050k Street, N.W.
Suite 101

(202)338-1325

Attorney tar B\W

(8) Li\t of all United Stalv.\ PttsUil Servtt e /M* Codes that the Inw

'lilt; I inc traverses I Inited Stiiles Postal Service /ip C'ude 62X01

te)f4) Statement of wtttrtlwr /to* pnyicriie* profw\ett to be abandoned tire
writable for tatter piihhc pitriw\e\, inchidinK nwd* or hi£k\vay\,
olhtr forms otma\\lransfMrttunm conservation, energy
product ion or H un\ttuf..\ttWtH recreation If itie applicant M tmwe
o/ any re w it I ton on the ntlc 10 /he property inc/udtng am
rc\vr\nwary interest, n hich would affect the transfer of title or thf
list* of pnifw tv for ottwr than t ci///w/;>ruc'i. this .\titill he



The properties (if the proposed abandonment appear to be

appropriate for other public purposes. Based on information in our

possession, there are no federally granted nghis-ol-\va> within the

corridor Any documentation in the railroad's possession wilJ he

made available promptly to those requesting it

IV. Lewi of Uihw rmtectum

The interests of railroad employees who may be adversely affected by the

proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor

protective conditions set forth in f Jtvjpiir Short Line RR ( 11 -

, 360 1 C i\ 91 (197*))

V ( 'crtifictition that Applicants have complied wah the man e n'tfuircitwniA of W
CM ft I152S<HdMntindlUi> //

Jnc required certifications are set forth in Appendix 3 to this Notice of

Exemption

VI Environmental and I Intone /fr/mrh

A combined t-nvuonmcntal «ind Historic Report is. anaehed to this

Notice of T:jtcmp1ion as Appendix 4

\a



Respectfully submitted.

BNSP RAH WAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Mcnk Drive
PO Box%!57
Fort Worth. FX 76161-0057

By: SJpNkY L. STRICKLAND,
LI/AIHTH I-1 WAIT!:

SIDN1- Y STRICKI AND AND ASSOCIA FHS
3050KStrveLNW.
Suite 101
Washington. IK' 20007
(202)338-1325

Attorney s for HNSfi Railway ('ompum

DAI I: I-1Ll-1) Apnl 2.2007



APPENDIX 1

Detailed Map of the Line
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APPENDIX 2

Certification Required in 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b)



VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION 1 HAT RAIL LINE MEETS
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 1 152.SOffa>

I, Susan Odom. being duly sworn depose end slate that, as Manager. Network Strategy in

the Network Development department of the BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF"!. I am

authorized tu make this verification, and thai I have read the toiegomg Notice of Exemption and

know the facts asserted therein are true and accurate as slated lo the best of my knowledge.

information, and belief

In accordance with 49 C F R § 1 1 52 5<Hb), I hereby certify that, with respect lo the line

which is the subject of the Notice of Exemption (lied in Docket No AB-6 (Sub-No 452X). no

local traffic has moved on the line for at least two (2) \ears prior to the dale hereof Also, any

overhead traffic handled on the I ine will be rerouted Further, no formal complaint filed by a

user of rail service cm the Line (or a Slate or local government entity acting on behalf of such

usci ) regarding to^ation of service over the Line either is pending with ine Surface

rranspurtation Board or any U S District Court or has been decided in favor of a complainant

within the two-year period

rhe foregoing certification is made on behalf of BNSI- by the undersigned after due and

larcful investigation of ihc matters herein certified and based on the best of the knowledge.

information, and belief of the undersigned

SusawOaom
Manager, Network Strategy

Subscribed and sworn to
before me the "£?day ol .*Ufait_. 2007

••"'*««ll*



APPENDIX 3

Certifications that Applicant Has Complied with the Notice
Requirements of 49 C.F.R. U52.5f)(d)(I) and 1105.11



CERTIFICATE OF SFRVICE

Pursuant to 49 C h R. § 1152.50(d)< 1), the undersigned hereby certifies that notice
of Lhc proposed abandonment in Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No 452X> was mailed via first
class mail on March I9r 2007 to the following parties

Illinois I'ommerce Commission
527 Last C'apitol A\e
Springfield, II 627U1

Military Traffic Management Control
Attn. Railroads for National Defence
720 Thimble Shoals Boulevard. # 130
Newport News. VA 23606-2574

US Department of Ihe Interior
National Park Service
Recreational Resources Assistance Division
184«*C Street, NW
Washington DC :0240-OOOI

US Department of Agriculture
C'hicl of Ihc lores! Service
4th I loor N W, Yatcs Building
201 14* Rial. SW
Washmylon. I) C 20250

George Wchci
Division of Public and Intcimodal rransportaiion
Bureuuof Ruilroad&
300 West Adams Slreel, 2nd H.
Chicago, II W606

Dated Apnl 2.2007

idney L Strickland, Ji.



CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE NEWSPAPER
PUBLICATION REQUIREMENTS OK SECTION 49 C.F.R. 8 1105.12

I he undersigned certifies that a "'Notice of Intent Lo Abandon Kail Service" was

published in the form prescribed by (he lioaid fur out of service abandonment

exemptions I he notice was published one lime in the following ncwspapci of general

circulation in C'linton and Manon Counties. Illinois Mvrnm% Sentinel. Publication of the

notice was accomplished on March 26,2007 A copy ofihe publication is attached

- —
Sidne^ Stnckhnd.Jr

Strickland and Absociates.
1050 K Street, NW
Suite 101
Washington. IX1 20IX)7
Phone (202)338-I3?5
lux (202I2M5-3854



_. ._ Nuticc _ Ftme—
MORNING
SENTINEL

232 E Broadway
Ontralia, Illinois 02801In Matter of *5TO EttuJLjJrJtei 40

THIS LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT WAS PUBLISHED ON FOLLOWING DATES:

arah 12 4 5 6 7
- T-T
9 l o n

20

All Publication Fees Payable
With Cortilicaie Of Publication

STBDOCUTNCXAB-C
(SIB NO.451X)

NOTHCE W INTENT

BN~S ''RAILWAY
(BlffiK) fata*

oulue that op or aboqt
Mjrcn 29, 2097. it intendb
tu lite with the Surface
Transportation, Boud
ith&'Boardl Wish i baton
l>Cr I0U3,* noluttgel
em utt DY.vndt/WCFR
11B2 Subpirt F - Eiempl
Abandonment* pannll-
ling the abandonment of
the 1 05 mile* of railroad
hno between' Hilepoit
13«7anJ MTlfpHl'15'02.
near Ontinlia in Clinton
and Marion Counties. II
linou. The vail lijj* tr».
\cr»ts tbruuih United
Stkici Puklal S«rvlce Zip
i wle 82801 1 he procMd-
inj! »ill be docirled as
STU Uocket No .AB B
(bub No 452X) , •

The Board t Section or
Environment*! Anal>*i>
ihFA> *ill Kvnerall> pre
paie in LnviroonenUli
Astecbment it A), fthicb
will nnn»l IT lie available
35 day* after fee filial of
the notice or eiemptlon
Comment* on onuron-
menial and fKierty tnat-
Ivrt-ihoiild be, mad no
Ular than 15 dayi aflur
the EA bveomci avail-
able 10 Ihe public and will '
be add^raiied in_t Board
drrlaion'lntlPrttiled per
MUI nuy obtain n copy of
the EA or make inquinu
regarding environmental
matter! by<writing in the.
bection of EnvTronmirn

Sur-

be filed «ith the Board
Itoqueatr .lor anvlion
mentabconHitiou. oubhc
use cindjtiVmiT or -nit
banklngnrallf un two
cun bo filed »nh the
Board An original and 10
eopieh of any pleading
that HUM matter! olbcr
than environmental »•
111*1 Uuth BK ir*ili uie,
public me, jod olren or
financial aisiiidni «j
mutt ba filed directly
«ith the Board's (Kliee of
ihe Secretary. J09 b
fairest 8 W , Washington
DC =04210001 [See 4B
CFft 1104 Hal and
1104 JlaM/anduna EOUJP
mun be i*n*d on ipplic
ant's rcprPhCDLative V —

~T~ PT — r i ~

LLl .U L_l L-

AMOUNT DUE

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

07-(lily mat
CENTRALIA IL./̂ t 20

Ihe undersigned does hereby ceitrty
he is the publisher, or Ihe authorued agent
cl the publisher, of tho MORNING SEN-
TINEL, thai taid newspaper i& a daily wcu
Ljr neftbpoper o< fjweiat cncuidin-n which
lus beon piftiishod in Iha Oly ol Ctnuana
in Manon County. Stala of lihnou,, continu-
ously lor d period of rnore than one year
pnoi lo me first date ol tho publication
attached nei&io He further certilie& thai
<aid newspaper is "d newbpjpei' as
rfelined m "an Ad to levise iho Uw m iela-
hon lo nihcpb" as amended by Act
.ipproved July 17 1959 — ill Housed
Statutes, Chap 100. Paragraphs 1 and 5
He further certifies that Ihe attached notice
was pubhbfwd in baid newspaper

DATES OF PUBLICATION
The first publication being m the paper

and the last publication being n the paper
published on the day of

A total ol /_

Publication Fee S _ _^(

I- J
[Authored Agent of PuMishOf t

Advan*Pdp1
imml

Daly

i lioni --r jii.__-ftnanciaT awmancc.
i lie use or trails ubc mav
be directed to. Ibc

i Board >
SarvievB al 202 245 OEM

I Copiea or^J01?™!^arpre«t»U» '*« -cuOl-



CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.K.R.I I05.7(c) and 8<c)

HNSh Railway Company ("UNSI"), hv jnd through ils authon/cd icpresentalivc, Sidney L
Simkland, Jr, certifies lhal on March 8.2007. UN SI sent copies of the foregoing hnvironmcnlal
dnd I lisioiie Rcpi.nl1. by first das* mail 1o the lollowing agencies

I'niled Stales Department of Apiculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service
21 lit W Park Court
Clrampjifc-n.il 61X21

Susan I. J Hnmuman. Prtycct Manager
(I S ArmyCoipsofr,npmecrs
Si 1 ouis DMnct
1222 Spruce Sliecl
SI UHIIS. MOMKH-2833

Ms Vibiona RulsuTi
Chief. SI A
Surface Transportation Board
3*i5l SUN1.SW
Washington DC 20423-0001

Ainu Keller. l> li
Illinois Lnvironmental Prote l̂ion Ajienc>
1021 North (irand Aa-nue Fast
]M> lio\ 19276
Spnn(£tield. Illinois 62794-s>276

Patrick Cj Carroll
Big Kiver Region
U S I Lsh ami Wildlife Scrvn.u
I Icdcral Drive

I ederal Building

Mama Sicckman
U S Bureau of I jnd M.inagemcnt
Mihvuukee F icld Hlfne
62h h Wisconsin Ave
Suite 200

astern

BiianC'opple. Public Works
ll-tl1 S*Sirert
Ceniralia. M 62X01

John Stuehmeiei, Mayor
(. enlralm C My Mall
222S Poplar SI (11 S 51)
Ctrnlrdhiu II 62X01

John Scfmalhach. Hurcdu Chief
Di vision of Public and lnlenin>dfll transportation
Bureau of Railroads
1215 I \eciilive [>ark Drive
SrHingtkld.lL62701

Rnhert Mavdwell
National Paik Service
Miduesl Key ion
Mil Riverfmiit Drive
Omahj.NI.681U2-l226

lr\'in D/ikowski
Ln Yin Hi me n1 a I Piulcciion Ajiencv
Region ̂
n West Jntkson Itoulevanl

Anne I. I baker
Illinois I liMone l*reservaiion Agency
Prvsurvntinn Services
#1 Old Suit Capitol M.IAI
Spnnglleld.il 62701-1S07

MROwArfftfl A'w 4U\)



Clinton C nunly Board ol Commissioner
PO Bo\ 308
County Courthouse
Carole. II.6223I-01M

SjmNall
Marion County Braid ( hanman
P () Box 637
Salem. Illinois. 628K1

Grant Kleinhun/. IV> Manager
City orCentraha
222 S Poplar Street
Ccntralia.il. 62801

Howard A-nnei, Di strut Conserxaiium-d
Ndlural Resources C onscn-ation Service
I780N -I* Street

l 622)0

Tony Antonacci, District (\nistTvaliomst
Natural Resources ( nnMirvation SCTVILC
15501-abtMam
Salem. Illinois62X81

Ruginnal 1 nvirunmcntal CiKirdinalor
Nalinnal l*.»k Service
Midwest Regional
601 Riverfront Drive
Omah.i.Nf A8102

C
t eonomic Development Director
Cil> of ( entrain
222 S Piiplai Slreel
(vnti.ilia.il 62X01

(X.e.mii. and Atmospheric Administration
Nalicnul (iciidclic Survey
PIS lint-West Highway
Silver Springs. MD2(W10-.1282

(Xfiee of the liovenmr
Slntc ol Illinois
207 Sliitehousc
Springfield, II. 627(16

1 he required covei lellers (purMiani to Jl> C I- K 11 OS 11) are auached heieto IfNSI luis
consulted with all appnipnate iigenties in prcruriiifi I he reporlb

10SO K Si
Suite 101
Washington, DC 21*007

ntkland, Jr
and ASMK laics, PI 'I

N W .



APPENDIX 4

Environmental and Historic Reports



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

HNRF RAILWAY COMPANY -
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -- DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN CLINTON AND MARION COUNTIES, II, (SUB. NO. 452X)

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC RKPORTS

HNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2651)I ou Monk Drive
PO Box%157
lort Worth. 1X76161-0057

H y S I U N K Y F SIKK'KLANIX JR
i-Li/ARLiiii WAFII-
SIDNL:Y s i KICKI AND AND ASMX-IA 1 1 ,s
lOSOkSirccLNW,
Suite 101
Washington. IX' 20007
(202)338-132^

HNSFKuilnm ( 'umpanv

DAFI - l ) M.iuh8.2(H)7



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY --
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN CI.INTON AND MARION COUNTIES, II. (SUB. NO. 452X)

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS
f49 C.F.R. 1105.7 AND 49 C.F.R. I

I'ursuunt to -W C T.K. & 1 105 7 and & 1 105 8. BNSC Railway Company (DNSD

(referred to us ''Applicant") hereby Tiles hnvironmental and 1 1 1 stone Reports I hese

Reports constitute Applicant's assessment of the environmental effects and htstone effects

of abandonment of lail service on the involved rail line Pel sons who review these

Reports are entitled to provide comments to the Surface Fransporlation I)<ianl (S I H).

Section of t'nvininmental Analysis (Sl-iA), 1925 K Slreet, N W , Suite SOO, Washington,

HC 20421. '(tore is information in the Applicant's Illes to indicate that Ihe rail line-

covered h> these Reports does not contain jny federally granted nghls-oi-wjy

See 49 C I'.K 1$ 1 1 52 A0(d). Fhese Reports, have been prepared in conjunction with the

prospective filing of a Notice of Lxemption lor abandonment of Ihe involved rail line

S f B regulations provide that the Notice of I Ixemption cannot be filed until at leu*! 20

days aftei these Reports aie submitted



I
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(49 C.F.R. 1105.71

The following information is submitted to the S I'R b> BNSF in accordance win

the Board's reporting icquircments as set forth in 40 (* F.R $ 1105.7 for the purpose of

assisting (he Hoard's preparation of an envimnmcnlal document regarding BNSI-'s Notice

of Exemption seeking uulhonty to abandon 1 OS milus of railioad line between Milcpost

13.97 and Milepost I .S 02. near Ccntralia. in Clinton and Munon Counties, Illinois (the

"Line")

f H Proposed Action and Alicrnathes: Describe the proposed Jelion, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if am) of any rail Imu und other
structures that may be involved, and uny possible changes in current operations or
maintenance practices Also describe any reasonable altcniatives to the proposed action
Include a readable, detailed map and drawings cleat ly delineating the project

] hi* 1 me was part ot the appruximately 10 mile Sparta - Cent rail a. IL line

the Union Pacific Railroad Company ("111*") tiled for abandonment in

approximately 19X9 (Missouri Pacific Raihood Finance Docket 31447 decided

July 14,1989. and served July 20,19K9) Two UP customers. Valley Steel and

Millei Lumbci, were saved on the I 05 mile Ccntralia, IL trackage Rathci than

initiate a lengthy and protested abandonment proceeding with the customers, UP

sought to convey the 1.05 mile of trackage at Centralm serving Valley Steel and

Miller Lumber lo Burlington Northern Rail toad ("BN"). one of BNSF's

piedeccssors RN acquired the 1 05 miles of trackage at Centralia in a earner to

camei transaction undei 49 U S C. 11143 nnd .started serving the customers in

nppioximalcl} 14X9 after 1 IP ubundondcd Us Spana - Cenlraliu line This tilhmcd



for uninterrupted rail service to Valley Steel and Miller Lumber throughout and

following the I IP abandonment proceedings

Valley Steel went out of business in approximately 1991 and Miller

Lumber burned down in approximately 1W5. I here were no other customers that

used the Line and no traffic has been handled on the Lino since Miller Lumber

burned down

The trackage and the switch off of the main line that served the Line were

removed in approximately 2000 Due to their high cost of maintenance. UNSK

will routinely remove switches from main and branch lines when they are no

lonya necessary 1 lowcvcr, it is not BNSFx policy to remove track before going

ihiough a formal abandonment piocccding HNSE; has recently implemented

internal and external procedures to ensuic (hat liack removal rind the salvage

process do not occur piior to receiving formal SIB abandonment authority.

I lowevui, this Line was salvaged prior to those certain mcasuics being in place

A map of the Line is attached as Lxhihit A

(2\ Transportation System; Describe the effect of the proposed action on
icgional or local transportation systems and patterns l-'stimale the amount of traffic
(passenger or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a
result of the proposed action

I he proposed abandonment •Mill have no ctTecl on existing transportation

systems or patterns as there has been no local traffic on Ihc Line tor o\ci two

yunrs and there is no overhead Irallic to he rerouted



(3) Land Use:
0) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies

and/or review of the official planning documents prepared hy such agencies, stale
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans Describe
any inconsistencies

The proposed abandonment should not he inconsistent with local or

regional land use plans. Hie City of Ccntialia indicates it would like to sec the

abandoned rail line reused as future industrial expansion for adjacent business

owners, a recreational trail, and/or a City road to improve traffic calculation, in the

urea See Inhibit B. letter dated December 18, 2006. from Grant Klcinhen/, City

Manager. City of Centralia. II.

BNSF notified the Illinois IX'partmcnl ot Transportation. Division of

Public and Intcrmodal 'I idnsportaliun ("HX > I*1*) hy a lettci dated Novembei 20.

2tH)ft See Inhibit (' As of the date of this report IDOI hus not responded

BNSh will provide the Board copies of any response it may receive

(li) Based on consultation with the 11 S. Soil Conservation Service, state
the effect uf the proposed action on an> prime agriculture land

The proposed abandonment should have no effect on piime agricultural

lands I he Natural Resources Conservation Service ("NRCS") of C hnton County

indicates that no ("rime farmland exists along the section of right of way proposed

foi abandonment. Sec I-\hihil D. letter dated December X. 2006, from Howard

/enner, District Conservationist, ('linlnn County, Natural Resources Conservation

Service Also, the NKCS Salem I ield Office indicates it has no comment

reganling the proposed abandonment action See hxhihit L, kller dated

Ducinihcrfi ?*HW>. fiuin lon AIIUMI.K.CI. Ditiurt Cunsfrvntionist, Natural



Resources Conservation Service. Salem Field Oliicu

<iu) If any action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal
/one, include the coastal /one information required by § 1105 fJ

N/A

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, stale whether or not the
right-of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 4*> 11 S (" § 1OW6 and
explain why

The proposed abandonment should be suitable for alternative public use

As noted above, the City of C'cnlralia would like to see the line used for industrial

expansion, a recreational trail, or a ("ily road Also as indicated above. IIXX1 was

notified by letter dated November 20,2006 See Lxhibil (.' As of the date of this

report. II">O I' has mil responded UNSh will provide the Hoard copies of any

response it ma> receive

(4) Kncrev;
(i) Describe the effect at" the proposed action on transportation of energy

resources

I here are no known recovciuhle eneigy resources along the Line I here

has been no local traffic on the Line tor over two yean* and there is no overhead

traffic to he rerouted

UO IJcscnbe the etfect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities

I his abandonment will not adversely affect movement or recovery of

recyclable comnuxlilics as thcic has been no local traffic on ihc line tor over two

years and Ihere is no oveihead traffic to he icroured



dii) State whether the proposed action will result in un increase or
dcciease in overall energy efficiency and explain why

1 his abandonment will not result in an incicose or decrease in overall

energy efficiency as there has. been no local traffic on the Line for over two years

and there is no overhead traffic to be rerouted

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carnage
of more than

(A) 1.000 rail carloads a year, or

(11) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the
aftecled line, quantify the resulting net change in Ihc energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive al the figure given

Ilterc will he no diversions of traffic as there has been no local traffic on

the I me fur over two years and there is no overlicud traffic to be rerouted

(5) Air:
(i) If the proposed action will result in cither

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day un uny
segment of the line effected by the proposed, or

(I)) An increase in rail yard activity of al least 100% (measured by
carload activity), or

((') An average incieuse in truck traffic of mote than 10% of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any atfeeled road segment
quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions

Hie action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified thicsholds

Moreover, the action will not involve an increase in truck traffic of more than

10% or 50 vehicles a day on any aftcilcd mud segment as there has been no local

traffic on the Line lor over two years and there is no overhead irullie to be

rerouted

MJT/tifcf IJfA'Srt V,i



(ii) If the proposed action affects a Class I or nonattuinmcnl area under the
Clean Air Act. and will result in either

(A) An increase in rail traffic ofal least 50% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase or at least three trams a day on an>
segment of rail line, or

(H) An incieasc in rail yard activity of at least 20% (measured by
carload activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 1 (W4 (if the
avciagc daily traffic of 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then
state whether any expected increased emissions are within the paramoteis
established by State Implementation Plun However, for a rail
construction under 49 USC § 10901(or49U SC. § 10505) orinu ease
involving the rcinslitution ot service over u previously abandoned line,
only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply

I he action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified thresholds

Moreover, the proposed abandonment will not lesull in an increase of rail or truck

traffic us there h;is been no local trallic on the Line for over two years and there is

no overhead traffic to be rerouted

(in) If the transportation of o/onc depleting materials (such as nitrogen
oxide and hrcon) is contemplated, identify: the materials Jiml quantity; the
frequency of service, safety practices (including an> speed restrictions), the
applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
spills, contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an
accidental release of o/onc depleting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment.

Ihc proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of o/one

depleting materials

(A) Noise: If any ot the thresholds identified m Hem (^) (i) of this wet ion are
surpassed, stale whether the proposed action will cause

(i) An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels I dn or moic,

N/A

M.



(li) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e g schools, libranes. hospitals, residences,
retirement communities anJ nursing homes) in the project area and quantify the
noise increase tor those receptor? if the thresholds arc surpassed

N/A
m Safety

0) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety
(including vehicle dela> time at railroad crossings)

Iliis abandonment should have no advcisc effect on health or public

safety I here arc no public crossings und no private crossings on the Line Dui ing

salvage operations, il any miiy be required, precautions will be taken lo unsure

public safety, and contractors will be required to satisfy all applicable health and

safely laws and regulations

(ii) If ha/ardous malerials arc expected lo be transported, identify: the
materials and quantity, the frequency of service, whether chemicals arc being
transported that, if mixed, could react to form more ha/ardous compounds, safely
pi act ices (including any speed restrictions), the applicant's safety record (to the
extent available) on derailments, accidents and ho/arduus spilK the contmgcnc}
plans lo deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of and accidental release ot
hazardous materials

I he abandonment will not tesult in the transportation of ha/ardous

materials

(in) If there die an> known ha/ardous waste site or silos where there have
been known ha/uidous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the locution
of those sites and the types of ha/ardous materials involved.

'I here it no known ha/ardous waste site or sites where there have been

known ha/ardous materials spills on the right-of-way

18) Biological Resources:
(i) Itascd on consultation with the U S l-ish and Wildlife Service, state

whclhcr the proposed action is likely to advejsuly affect endangered or threatened
species 01 .ireas designated as a critical habitat, anil if so, describe the cflciis

I ho 11S 1 ish and Wildlife ScrviLC ("I-V^S") indicates it does not own any

O Mlf/labi Ifit-i^uh ,\ti O1\J



lands or interusts in land in the vicinity of the proposed abandonment I-'WS adds

it does not have uny concerns regarding real csuilc matters in the abandonment

See Kxhibil F, letter dated November 28,2006. from Patrick G Can oil. Semoi

Really Officer. U S Fish and Wildhte Service

(li) Stale whether wildlife sanctuaries or refugee National or Stale parkb
or forests will bt- affected, and describe uny cflccLs

fhc National Park Service ('"Service") indicates the project does not

conflict with the Land and Water Conservation I und and the Urban Park and

Recreation Recovery programs. Ilie Service has no additional comments dl this

time Sec Lxhihit <i, letter dated December 27,2006, from Robert Maydwcll.

Grants Management Assistant. Midwest Region. National Park Service

In a separate correspondence from the Regional Hnvironmenlul

Cooidinatorol Ihc Service, the Service indicates that it has no comment of the

proposed action Sec Exhibit H, correspondence postmarked January l>. 2007.

from Ihc Regional hnvironmcntal Coordinator. Midwest Regional Office,

National Park Service

[he Bureau of tand Management (* BLM") indicates there arc no 1 cdcral

lands administered b> the 111 .M along the i ail road line 1)1 M also notes that some

of the original railroad grants were limited tee nghts-of-way and ma> be subject

to the Railroad Righi-oi-Way I'oifcilure and Abandonment and the National

Tunis System Improvement Act Sue Txhihil I. letter dated iXaemhei 6, 2006.

from MaiciaSieckman, Supenisor. I^mdsand Renewable Resources Jeam.

Hurcau of J,ond Managcmcnt-Imslcm States, U S Department ut the Interior



(9)Wa|cr:

(i) Rased on consuUalion with Slate water quality officials, Mute whether
Lhc proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local
water quality standaids Describe any inconsistencies

I he proposed exemption should be consistent wilh applicable Federal,

Slate or local water quality standards BNSI1 contacted the Illinois I .nvironmcntal

Protection Agency ("IEPA") ILPA indicates it has reviewed the proposed

abandonment of 1 OS miles of track in Clinton und Marion Counties, Illinois, and

Ins determined that no permit is required pursuant to Section 402 of the Clean

Water Act and/or the National Pollutant Uisthaigc hlimination System See

I'xhibit J. letter dulcd November 28, 2006, from Alan Kcllci, P.I:. Manager.

Permit Section. Division of Water Pollution Control, Illinois knvironmcntal

Protection Agency

(11) Based on consultation wilh the U S Aimy Corps of Hngincers. state
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (13 U.S C. § 1344) are
required for the pioposed action and whether an> designntud wetlands or 100-year
flood plains will he aflected Describe the effect*

I he proposed abandonment should not requiic a Section 404 permit I*he

11 S Army Corps of Engineers ("CORPS") indicates no wetlands or waters of the

I imted Slates would be impacted by the pioicU The Corps furthci indicates a

Department of the Army Section 404 permit is not requited. Sec Kxhihit K. letter

dated December 12.2006, from Susan I J. Horncman, Protect Manager, Illinois

Permits Region. St I.ouis District, Arm> Coins of I'numccrs

I he propOMxl abandonment should not affcct any 100-year flood plains

IhcCil) of Ccntralui indicates the proposed abandonment will not ulTeciany 100-



year fkxidplam within the segment of rail cast of Cherry Street. The City also

indicates it does not have tloodplam maps for the segment west of Cherry Street

and that MINK! plain maps for this segment may he obtained through FFM A See

kxhibit [,, letter dated December 19.2006, from Cesoi Jose Suarc?, \ conomic

Development Director, City of Ccniralia. IL

(in) State whether permits under Suction 402 of the Clean Water Act (33
U S C j j 1342) arc required for the proposed action (Applicants should contact
the U S rnvironmental Protection Agency or the state environmental protection
or equivalent agency if they aic unsure whether such permits are required)

A permit under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act should not be required

for the proposed action The 11 S. Fnvnonmental Protection Agency ("F.I'A")

indicates Section 402 of the Clean Water Act requirements should be determined

by the II PA. The F.PA adds that in the process of dbumlomng the mil line the

Jcbns should not be discarded along the righl-ot-way or led in streams or

wetlands, and appropriate measures should be taken to prevent or control

pollutant spills from entering an> wuluicourscs during tiack and cross tie removal

See I Ahibil M, electronic correspondence dated January 8,2007, from Irvm

D/ikowski, P.I:, U S liPA, Region 5 As noted above, 1JNSF contacted the

II-PA

As mentioned above, the IH'A indicates it has reviewed the pi u posed

abandonment and has determined thai no permit is required pursuant to Section

4(12 of the (Moan Water Act and/or the National Pollutant Discharge I.liinuulion

System See 1-xhibit J. letter dated November 28.2006, trom Alan Keller,

Manager Permit Section, Illinois Hnviionmenlal Protection Agcncv

u:\i



(10) Proposed MUiflalion: Describe any action* that aa- proposed to mitigate
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is
appropriate

1 he protect itself should mitigate the environmental ulTects of reinstating

active rail operations.



11
HISTORIC REPORT

M9C.F.R. 1105.81

Applicants hereby submit the following information inquired by
4QCFR$H05.8(d).

(h A U iS" (/ ,V to/Mgraphii map (or tin alternate map drawn to \eale and
\uffit lently detailed la thaw buildings and other structure* in the vicinity of
thepropoM.'datlinn) showing the location of the profXKcd aelion, and the
locations and approximate dimension* oj railroad structures that are 50
yean old or older and are /wrt of the proposed action.

I he icquircil topographic map is attached to thi* Report us Lxhibil A

f -V -1 "written description of the righl-of-vmy (including approximate widths to the
extent known), and the tnfM^niphy timf urban and'or rural < haiat:terL\tic\ of
tlw wrrtfumhn urea

1 he Centrdlia, llhnois 1 nickjye begins Ji Milepost 13.c>7 and ends at

Milepnst 15 02 bemy I 05 miles in length. Il straddles Clinton and Marion

Counties in southern Illinois nl a generally flul elevation of 492 feet uhovc sea

level 1 he original township ui ( 'entraliu was platted hy the Illinois Central

Raihuad, which gave the city its name Centruliu's 2000 census population was

1 4.1 36 1 he (list mile ol Ihe subject truck beginning at BNSFs north-south

mainline moves through a rcbidenliul and light industrial area However, the

second mile is primarily rural in nature I heic aic no federally granted rights of

way involved

(3) (f<Kntqmiln\ plmtftxraph* (attual photographs pnnt\. not phototopie\) ot
niUrotid Mructitrt'\ OH ihe propetlv l/int are 50} t'ar\ old ot older tint! ofilw
inuni'diaielv wannimltng area

Then: me no railuxid structures on the piopeity that an; W years old or

oldn

14



f-f) Tlv dutefa) of cnn\trucnon ft/the .\tmcture(*), ami the aate(.\) ami extent of
any major alterations tt» the extent such information it known.

N/A

(5) .1 brief narrative luston of c art icr operation in the urea, and an
c\plunan< m oj \\hai. ijanv, ihtinge\ we contemplate Ja.\ are\ultojthc
pntf)o\ed ui turn

[he right-of-way (SO led in width) was conveyed to The Burlington

Northern and Santa 1'c Railway Company (11NSI') from the Missouri Pacific

Railroad (MP). u subsidiary of the I Imon Pacific, when MP abandoned their linv

from Sparta to C'ciilrjha in 1 489 ( re f I munce Docket 31447) llii&wasa

4 9 U S C M34^tidiisactii>n(orcarnei to earner sale) for $10 BNSI- opeiatcd

the trackage unlil IWx hy which timtr there wem no rvmainmg customers on the

line In 2005, BNSI Lhun^ed its name 1o I1NSI Railway Company

A hnef summitry of document* in the i tirnci 's pft.wMion, Mich <i.s

engnwcrinK Jrun ing\. that nu^tn he u.\e/nl in documenting a \irut lure that is

Jountl to he hi.\

lXx;umcms in DNSPs possession concerning this abandonment

may include alignment maps showing the u^ht^if-way and/or station

maps Such documents are loo laige for piaclical reproduction in this

report, but can he furnished upon lequest. if they aio available



frty An opinion (ba\edfm teatftlv available injofmnlion in the railroad's
possession) u& to whether the .vie, and/or .unit twe\ meet the criteria for
//Wing «/i /At* National Register ofHiMmc Mace\ (36 t'FR 60 4). and
whether lime u a hkehhotid of wchtfologieal rewurt e\ or any other
previomly unknown hMorit. properties intfteprojetiareti, and the boAi? for
these opinion* (tm hiding tiny ff>n.\ultaiion* wuh tin? Stale IIiMorii
Preservation Of /iff. Itnal hi\lotu til \wwlies or universities}.

The Illinois Histoncjl Picscivuhon Agency ("IHPA") indicates no histonc

properties aix- ulTccted by thu abandonment I HP A adds it has no objection to the

proceeding. Sue l.xhibit N, Idler dated December 15, 21)06, from Anne L-.

Haakcr, [)cputy Stutc Mi stone PruMfivalion Oflicer. Illinois Histonc Preservation

Agency

A dtf.\irtfttnni (hti^ethtn rvtteMy avmlnhlc mfo* mutton in
of any known prior \uh\urlatv jsrtwmi di\tw hum e w fill,

environmental tttnditii>n\ fiMturtilh w cuniug or mtinmatfe) that might tifjet t the
Mt-het)fa£it.utreewin'tf/H'\fturiL'\ (M4eh a\ \wttmp\ eomhti(»i\ ot thr ftr
of trmc wu\te.\i. and the surrounding terrain

Fhuro jre no known pnoi subsurface ground d 1st in banco or fill, or

anv environmental tondihons thul rmghl aflect Ihi- an heological recovery

of resources and the Mirrounding terrain

Respectfully submitted.

t)y SltjNl-.YI, S IRICKI AND.JK
F-I ITXlll-Jlll- WAIH-
SIDNL- Y S1 RICK LAND AND ASSOUA11-S
1050KStreet.N W.Suite 101
Washington. DC 200U7
(202) 3^8-1325
Altomcys lot BNSJ* Railway Company

DA I LI) Mann X. 2007
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CITY OF

ENTRALIA
I L L I N O I S

Administration
222 S Poplar Street
CentrahaJL 62801

618-533-7622 Phone
618-532-4534 Fax

wwwcityofcentralia org

December 18,2006 Kxhibit B

Mr Sidney Strickland
Sidney Strickland and A&sociaies. PI I (
1050 KS1 NW.SuilelOl
Washington, DC' 20007-51 OX

Re SFB Docket No AIM (Sub No 4S2x) I4NSI RailwayCo-
Ahandonmcnt t'xemption in Clinton and Marion Counties, II.

Pear Mr Stnckland

In relerence to yim letter uf November 20,2006 showing the future abandonment of the HNSb rail-line between
Milcpobt l397loMilcposi l502.1heCrtyof Ccntralia finds the proposed abandonment consistent uiihlocal land

use plan**

'1 he City ot Centmhd would like to the sec the abandoned rail-line be reused ds future industrial expansion for
adjacent businesbcs owner*, a iixreational trail, and/or a Cit> road lo miproxc trafllc circulation in the area

Ifyou should have any question* please Ccsai Suaru/. I cunnmic Development Uinxlor. or I dl ftl »-5^V7h21

Rcspcel fully.

Grant Kleinhen/
(ity Manager

cc Mayor John Slucnmcicr
Cesar Suaav, Ikonomic Development Director

Unking Oppttnunitie* far (.'omuietcc A Cum man ity



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W. SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854 Exhibit C

SIPM-I I Srkiiki AUP.JR
SnliH.ySiiKlJ.iiiilijfrintM

Nu\ ember 2ll,200fi

Juhn SdnvalbaJi. liuieau Chief
n ut 1'ublu' and hitcrmodal Transportation
ol Railmuih

.5215 Lxivulive P.nk Drive
Springfield. IL (i2701

Rt>: SFB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. A'ft 452X) RNSF Railway Company—
Abandonment Exemption - in Clinton and Marion Counties I/-

Dear Mr SUiwulbach

I3NSI" Railway Company rBNSF") plans m lile null the United Stales Suifncc
1 lansportation Hu.nd i/'Sl B") a Notice ot I xcmption seeking authority in UK- alx»\e-
leleientcd duckei to abandon 1 05 miles iH railroad line between Milcno&l 1 3 97 and
Milepust 1 S U2. ncai tVntralia, in C'lintun nnd Mai ion Counties. Illinois ("the Line")

llus 1 05 mile I irnli.il iu. IL I'mckage I Milepusl 13 l>7 - Milupnst 1^ 02) was pait ul the
appioxiiiuiel> 10 mile Spami - Cenlrului, II. line the Union Pacitle Kailroud C'uinpnv
("HI1"} filed li>i abandonment in approximately I^K^J {Missuun Pacilic K.nluud 1-m.uite
Dm ket 3 H-17 decided Jul 14, 1989, and ^-ni-J Jul> 20, 19««Ji 1 wu UP Lusiomeis
Viilley Steel and Milki Lumber, wcrx1 aerved on the I 05 mile C'ejilralia, IL 1 utk.iyo
Kaihei tluin initiate :i lengthy and prulesied aKinJuiimeiu pan. eedinij \\ nil the luMumei -..
lU'^ougln locon\L-y the 1 05 mile ofUJt-kaff ill CVnlralia^rviny Valley Steel nnd
Miller I umber to Huilingtun Northern Kuilrujd T RN"*i, one i»f IiNSI-'s piedece:*ui:i
UN acquned the I 05 miles, of trackage ul C'eniralia in u tamer to eanier liansaitinn
under 49 I1 S C1 1 H4 > and snirtcd serving the customers in nppro\imatel> 19K9 altei UP
Eibandonded Hi Spaita - C'entraha line Fins allowed lor Linnitcrnipled mil seivico tu
Valley Slecl and Miller Lumber throughout and follmvingthe I 'I1 abandonment

. i . n know, V.illev Steel weniuiil ul huiini.ssniappniMiniili.ly IWI jnd Miller
Lumber burned down in apprx>\imately 1995 1 heie \\eie no other t usKiincrs tliul used
the I me and no inillk IKLS been luindled on ihe Line since Millt-t I umbei burned doun

I he liai kuyc and the switch of f ol the mam line thai served the 1 me wore removed m
appio\iniaii.l> 200(1 Due to iheir high cost nl mauiten:iiu.e. HNSJ- wi l l routinely remove
sWMches Irom main nnd branch lines when thev are no longer necessary I Io\\uvei, it is
not liNSKs poln} lo lenitive Hack beUiru t'oing ihiouyh a foi mal ahjndtMinieiii

I?NSI |u^ uvenil) implemeniod nilcin.il :mJ exiemal proceduieb i\t e

4K\t



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W, SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-51 08
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SUING i L Sl»l> M *N|l JK
ii J-UH.U ffnlij

thtit track removal and the salvngc process do nui oieui pnor ti> receiving Jbrmal S 1 13
abandonment juthonl> I luwevui, this Line \va& salvaged prior to those certain measures
being in pliiLu

As p.irt ot the envirxinmenUil report DNSI; is prepuiing u& part of us Notice olTM/mplion
with the S I H, HNRh rnu&l inquue with you as to uheiher or not the piopo*cd action is

with lutal land u.ie plans and it theie are any dUematv public u^c-, fin the
Mich as a highway ru locution prujet.! ;inj/oi reciealional Iruil

\ or youi rdVreiue, I have eni loscd a map ol the above referenced railumd line Plousc
pi o vide ihii mfonnatioii to me by Deiembtfi IS, 20UO lf\ou have any questions, do nut
hebilatc tu contact me at (202) 138-1325

1 hank vuu in advance for your cooperation

Sinaa-h,

Stiickland, Ir
i*

Knclosuies
SI S.VJL

.V7ff/tefiiV/Vu 404>flnft Aci



United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources
Conservation ServiceANRCS

^^S5S5S5SS Exhibit D
1760 N 4* Street. Broeae IL 62230
Phone (618) 526-7919 Exl 3 Fax (618) A2&8071

December S,200fi

Sidney Strickland and -\sMxnatuv. PLLC
3050 KSt NW, Suite 101
Washington, DC 20CP-S1II8

Subject STB Docket No AB-6(s-Sub No -452X) BNSJ: Railway Company- Abandonment
Exemption - in Clinton and Manon Counties. IL

1 have re\iewcd this project and no Prime Farmland exists along thi«* section of njiht of way

Cull if you have any questions

Howard Zenncr
District ( on&crviiiiumst
Clinton County

CL Robert ML! ve<< SSS. USDA. NRCS, Champaiun, II

NMblilKi <mi •' uNitjlKniStni i « 4k' inpiMiftuhipwillilli AnKiiriii|v.ii<l ..... HIMIH iwl *IM nil ndm il i I«IMI ni pn <k Uik1

Ilk US Ihiuiinrnl nf AI.II blDm <IK|II pf.<l.it>il<- JNnaiaini m HI jll n IHH..I] ir ^nl *.n Hn miriKhii 1 1 un i'lii iiilimul urun ju di>--hilii
qph jhk M\ nuniil irtu1 Imiiiirf-Juu p ni.nl il-niift nlm * w^jil^tiFnuiini F-MIK. ml 4n»li 41 puluk il bilni hpnjl ml a. alii i ipirt.l MI uiJi uluuM
u mm i dm i id linrq ^n j-J-l* i i 'A pKvin< (" 4 ill fi 4nUis.il hd t̂-. >if1< in jll ] i>Yr'K» 1 Î'«HI «nh ilpJtln*1 nhp nt|Uin j|> nuim HKIIL lut
IIKIHHIII nuiriiilf«4iifliHii[<rrbtik nihuiHi hi), pfiifl jiMlaiifi id. DJsuiiKruiiMi IJiIM1 IAK(>]Tl im i n I M'I iHt win In K.I diwMDlli lit til

N« Iftm* i IHIK «1 • ml Birl"1 I u '̂lihlipiruknii •»* m. •• *
m i|<j •! • KICTDIIIII. pn idii <*l%.irili n



United States Dapartumt of Agriculture

4NRCS ElilhllE

Natural Rcsourw* ( onbanubon Sciviir
1550 tabl Mam
Sltem Illnioa 62AU1
IG1B) MB 1230 LA! J 548 ?341 (h AX| www il nr ;. usdi ijo.'

, 2iM)f>

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PI 1 C
3U50KSI NW. Suite ID1
Washington. DC 20007-51 OS

Re STB Docket No AH o (Sub No 452\) BNSI- Railrojd Company AbandonniLMiL
Kern pi i on in (Minion Jiid Mai ion C'ountv. Illinois

DCJI Sir,

The I rS[)A-N.iinr.i] Resources C'onsciv alion Service, SdK in 1 luld Office o flu is no lommcnl
t; the piopitaixl abjndonincni .u lion in Mai ion C'minty. Illinois

Tony Anion.Ki i
DISH let Conservjtionist

Cc Boh Mel UCM;, USDA-NRCS C'hjinpjign

IhP II S OoprirTun-iiT ot AiflcuKurp (USUAi (irohil its tlis rimirulmii njii i)*, pr^grjin^ ind iffliviln1^ on if«- lusî  o' IIKI uriM
njii-maionjin. .ni", di'dtilty, «nd ntî re dppiKd&ip '4'. niiiritil Udliis, Ijimiidi -latus pdipntdi siaiu-, lUigirn, i AUU!

ciimtdtion gpnrin inloimdtion, poiilK.il tHilicfs. (x-iwivii. or IBM iui>e all 01 H pdii of AH nKlividudl'̂  mromc i'. derived from anv
publn d". iJanri1 orvi-jiiim (Mrt dll piuhihil<i| hn^is -ippiv toaH ,in i.idms ) PiMcr'i wiih ill- ibililr'. wlu loquiirdHciiini'iir irnun*.

(or i niiiiiiuniTdCiin .if pr.»ir>irfi»'ijr'nii|.in ipiaiih-. iii' f vnv diHhoiair ih ) -Inuhlioncjj iisbAs FARU T Centdi n
720 .'IhU ^rfOni* 11 n I IIiDi la 111* a cnrp| luint v ih mnnikaLi 11 rt-Hcio LTiC-A Diidilur. ijIfiiOLli ivil Right , HI* In

Avri S i1/ . Vitf hingion, [i C rtJSQ 44]0m (dH friOQ^ n^ J?«(.mfiOt (̂ b.1) /'0-6ltt/ (1UD) UWA A an i i|UJi
prcvuli i dnd ^niplr-ii i "

Helping Pooplt. Help the I <*nd



INREPt.* HEFFItTD

United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Bnbop Henry Wbipple Federal Buddn*

1 Federal Dme
Fort Snelkng. MN 55111-4056

FWS/NWRS-RK-General
Railroad Abandonment*

No\emher2S,:o06

Exhibit F

Mi Sidney L Strickland, Ji
u * ""» Ci"u k"u""u d'ulr -*ii I. talkS PI I '"

3050 K Si NW, Suite 101
Washini;1on.l>r 2(HM 17-5108

Deai Mr Slnekland

I hank you for the oppoitumty to coinmenl on the pioposed abandonment of 1 05 miles of
railrojd line between Milepost 13 07 and Mileposl 1502, near Centralm, in Clinton and Manon
Counties Illinois. MB Docket No MMiiSuh No 4S2.\)BNSr Railway Comp.mv

We hu\ e iesearthe\i our ownerships in the viLinitv and have determined \\e dn not o\\n .my
land> or interests in land in the vicinity ol the pmpuscd Kill line abandonment We do not ha\e
any concerns rugaidini; leal estate matteia in the abandonmenl

Sincerely,

Patrick G Can oil
Seinoi Really Ofllcei

...:».,- o



United States Department of the Interior
N.ihorifil Paik Son ico

N»I Riurlnni Uiiu

650 2(MWR-P/G) '""V
Exhibit

Mr Sidney I. Strickland, Jr
Sidney Sitickland and Associates, PI.IX1 TC * 7 "*
30SQKSI NW. , Suite 101
Washington, I) C 20007-SI08

IX*ar Mr Strickland

This is in response to your Novcmbci 20, 2006, IOJUUSE that thu National Park Service
lespond to STB Dockcl No AB-6 (Sub No 4S2X) BNSF Railway Company
Abandonment Exemption in Clinton and Marion Counties, Illinois

We have levicwed this pioject in relation to any possible conflicts with the 1 and and
Watci Consci viiiion Fund and the Uihan Park and Recreation Recovery programs and
find there aie none Accordingly, we hive no additional comments at this time

You mjy uontaLt me AI 402 661-1546 if you have qucstioas or need more mloimation

Sincerely,

koKeit-Maydwell
Grants Management Assistant
Panneiships- (3rants

TAKE



Fnvmmmental Cooidmator
National Paik Service-
Midwest Regional
601 Rivci front Dnvc
Omaha, NE 68102

Sidney Strickland
Sidney Strickland and Assoc , PLLC
3050 K Street N.W , Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

Exhibit II

Re STIt Dotta AH-d (Sub 45.' \) .uiJ bTR Iw^k. I AH b (Suh 4W>^ ). liNSh AKindonmunli IL & Nl

Wi>tuvi rctciudvoui Iciicr&of Ninenihi'i ?(>.2(X)Acunfcrnintf ihc above referenced pro|i\ts

B We ham no Lommi'it on y-iur pnipo-Al JLIKHIS

d Plcjsi. jikJreA M\ fuiihc* conNpundoiuv abt-ui 'lu.1* JHIIJCCIS ui jny pmitc.1 to
Ihc

\ iiMiuiinKnlall'miiJinjinr

Drue
Chiuhd NL

Pui lo linmcd swir jnil ilic mimhu o f request wt ILCCI^L- furojilvcumiJuulion wt jtk
compJiiiC'i'jj'LrK IL«. dsMinn. *e u ill h.ivc no unnnKnl-* <m jiropuis il ihr) IMI.V noi
doni u> ttilhm 1U il i*.s n| uur iMipl nf Ilic ftijinsi

Dunk )vu.

Rcghvul P nvirunnn.nl



exhibit I

United States Department of the Interior

Bureau of Land Management-Eastern States
Milwaukee Field Office

626 F Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 200
Milwaukee. Wisconsin 53202-4617

INRM'Lt KINK in

December 6, 2006

Sidney Strickland and Associates. PLL C
3050 K Street NW. Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-511)8

Rl- STB Docket No AR-6(Suh No 452X)BNSF Railway Company -Abandonment and
Discontinuance in Clinton and Manon Counties, IL

Dear Mr Strickland

This is in lesponsc to your letter of November 20,2006, to oui office concerning the proposal by
the BNSI1 Railway Company (13NSO to abandon 1 05 miles of railroad line between MilepoM
13 l>7, and Mileposi 15 02. near Ceutralia, in (. hnton and Mai ion C'ounlies, Illinois

•\ scaich of our records shows there are no I-'cdeial lands administered by the Biueau of I and
Management along the railroad line Howevei, please be aware that some of the original railroad
grants were limited fee nghts-of-way and may be subject to the Railroad Right-of-Way Foi feilure
and Abandonment Act of March K. 1022.43 U S C $ (>I2 (the 1022 Abandonment \cl), and the
National frails System Improvement Act of October 4, 1988. Public I aw 100-470.16 U S C §
1248(0-<0

I hank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this pioposdl Our office does not have
information on ihe location ot wildlife refuges, slate or national parks, and slate 01 national
foiests in the immediate vicinity You musl contact the I isli and Wildlife Service. National Park
Service. National 1-oiest Sen, ice and State offices to obtain this information If you require
additional mfoimalion, please contact me at (414) 297-4402

Sincerely.

•IjiA..

Mama Sictknwn
Supen iaoi. Lands and Renewable Resources 'Iearn



llllNUIS LlMVIRONMf NIAI PKUUl IION A c . E N C Y
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Exhibit.!

217-7K2-06IO

Novumber 28, 2006

Mr Sidney Stnckldnd
Sidney Stnckland and Associates, PI LO
JffiOKSt-Suitulfll
Washington, DC 2U007-S10R

Re S FB Dockcl No -\B-6 (Sub. No 4S2X) DNS1- Rmluuy Company

Deai Mr Strickland

The Agency ha.i completed its review of the proposed uhandonmcnt of 1 OS miles of
tuck in I linum and Manon Countiub, Illinois, which Pernul Sucimn iccuivcd on
Novcmhui 27, 2(Hki Based on thai review the Agency has determined thai no permit is
required pursuant in Section 402 (it Ihc Clean Watui Act and'or the National Pnllutanl
Disthargc liliminjtion System Information legdidmg f]<uxl plains can be obtained by
going to the welt site ot the Federal F'nierjiunc> Management Agency

Should you have any questions or comments regarding this letter or its contents pleusc
contact Jell Hutlon Jl the above phone number and a

Sincerely,

IL&L
Alan Keller, P E
Manager, Permit Section
Division of Water Pollution Control

SAK ICH 'iĵ ocs'imisidoc^hutton t̂onnwatcr lutlcrs^SlncklandS doc

CC ReconK
Collmsvillu Regional Office

Iti I 4i. d ii. r . nit, Inn in'i I i In n| || i I ] I I. I'.I'll i[ • in '"I I I ri ll.i [ |>, I'I II d i ih .1 I i • ii i 1,1,1

llJ ''. ' ml.HHi Mm, II I ill M ifl* frfi'l 'I'I • hi i> IT. N I I.M IMP M h I.M.I II i,Mil . iP.ii-i1 if |
h >il il> I Niirini-.il, i (hi in II f.h i I i ir Mi.' • i ,'| «. -.1,111, |n i ir ininlli.ll n i M 1 • n '.Mm

I Hi MM .I'M ^ |.[l|',i| I tM | HI, In M II li ' IB I •! 1.1. IHI • I i IIH HP'Mill Mli i | i i llni ,ilb M i. II II, Ih If. M.ll

l«. d ' i I ' iW'L nii» I Hi MM ii 41 II i. l II"'l. 'iM

I Wnip .Hi , mil ,uii



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY Exhibit K
ST LOUB DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGMEERS

1222 SPRUCE STREET
ST LOUB. MSSOURI631034BU

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

i/, /oot

F r q u l i i L " t y Ri din h
r: -•:< ..... - l l f | U

-y I.. r.t i n H.arni, Ji .
y r t m H i i m l .and A1*1*- -i-i dtns f I Lit*
K St. M . W . , fluitp LOI

on, T;i

L»'di til . *?tr ]• k Kind:

W" hiive M^n-wr- i i yrim . i i L u n i t l il f «. nn^r i i i nq I he,- a
or t i n . l .o* m i l - 1 - i t r r-ut ml ]•), I I . Tui-ka^* (Mil"post
f!i li [> ( i >t IE . U ; i , u-'cir i nnl i >i I ia, 1 T.r in ''1 i n< in in<l M.ir

'..f I l l i n " ] ' ) ihi* p i < j» ' i - t I - . IPMI t i n ;>••«•• i f r < "
rt^ t > r hi K- i tk - j . -k i c i HIVI*I .

.s* • I inn 4i"l i'l fh • ' " l^^ in W . « i i - i A-M as^ i t j n 1 * i . s|».j]' I!M I a t ^ 1
Mil - :;•"•! ' t u i v "I T '1 1 ' ' tmy ' ' ' i i l m i i u s i i "i -i | > u i m M p r ^ u J m t1 '
i •><•]!] l ^ j l I hi [ i l ' i f f m i - i j t • f f i l l til tU "i i iJ in* n w ( i t \ i •• • i I ti • Urn I
L'l . i i i1^. A r.i-i i lun -K'-l l - ' r n u ^ mint ml Imr 1 11*1 t lii | i L * n B nw nt nt
J i l l m i i ' - z j . i l i i i t u w. i tp ih - I llio i i i i i t « - i r . t . » t i ' - ( In-Jr . f t ' n i i i m r y
hi ' jh w j t i » t i ' l i - V i j t iun, "r in w i - L J i i r i i l * 4 f i H ] j r » - n t t n i h**s* W r i t - i h .

P-IM 1 upnn .1 r - ' v i i - w tf t IIP- n..'1! ( j i i l o q i ' . j l I ' u r v t y ; - L > n
t cj • -JT cipliT .jl Ki'if , . .MI] r n i ' v i ' V 'iii'l N u t i o n . i l Wut l .arni I i i w i - n r -i v
rn.ii-;., wi- J.- 1 • • r i i u i i ' - i l th.i t im w i - M . i n i . m w j l - » r s nl 1 b n - U r n t » - J
.i; it- •• wnul'i l< un|Mf t I'd l>v' -,'iiiir 2 > i ( i ~ ] i > r l . As a result of this
determination, a Department of the Army, Section 404 permit is
not required for thia project. T h i ' < v i M i i K M i ion is - / . i l i - l lor
f i v /•-•.ML' r r - m t > i " i l . i to f i l I h i s l i - t l i - i

Thi-i J-»i - i n i U K i M - T i i > i F p l i« u lM" niihy to i l l - p ^ r r n i i p mi] ram
hi -.t i - r * i liy Mi.- '" np' i •»! Fnij i II^-T :.. It d •' s nM ' ' l i m i n « t e
ii i»i- i l | i^ «t i t -i in i - lhcT h ' - ' - I ' T ^ l , .Kill.' 01 l i u c i l *ipf-r v i l s
ni i m> i w -i !• .

i*ii > t j t t i - m i i i i i i *1 I h . i l i l l h u i j i | h y"in pi upuKf i ] \ • n •!
- i 'I 'M p i - i i n i ' , h i . . . . . J >i> yuui b i i l f l i i t t IM| p l n i i - , my i ' "

i L f i p i i - . . i l m.iy h - iu l ipx- i t i> ' " t r i i o n 4 'M
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CITY OF

ENTRALIA
I L L I N O I S

Administration
222 S Poplar Street
CentraliaJL 62801

618-533-7622 Phone
618-532-4534 Fax

www cityofcentraha org

December 10,2006
Exhibit L

Mr Sidney Strickland
Sidney Strickland and Associates. PI 1C
HhOKSL NW, Suite 101
Washington. IX 20007-5 Hl8

Kc SIII Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 452x) BNSh Railway Co -
Abandonment Kcmption in Clinton and Manoii Counties. IL

Dem Mr Strickland

In rrtcrvnic lu \ou letter nl November 20,2006 showing the future abandonment of the BNSF rail-line between
Milcpott 13 <>7~to Milcposl 1S 02. the Cit> of C'enlralia Qnds the proposed abandonment «_ill not a licet any_HJO-
yuar lluodplajn within the torpurate limits ul'ihg City- the segment of rail .cast pfj£hcii? Street

I hi- iillaihcd I UKH! Plain Map shows the segment udst ot Cherr> As for ihe segment In the West of Cherry the
('My i.annol Comment as we do not hiivc any floodpknn maps for this area Mood plain maps may be obtained
thiouiih 11 MA

II you should have any questions please Cesar Suare/, hconomit Development Director, or I at 618-513-7623

Ruspci.llull>.

Cesar Jose Suare/
c LKwelopmenl I) Hector

tc (iranl Klcmhen/, C'lty Mdnapcr
Mayor John Stuehmcier
Brian Cupplc. l*uhhc Works

OpptHtunilirs fur Commerce &. Community



CITY OF

CENTRALIA,
ILLINOIS
MARION AND CLINTON
COUNTIbS

(ONLY PANEL PRINTED)

COMMUNITY-PANEL NUMBER
170453 0005 C

EFFECTIVE DATE:
DECEMBER 18, 1984

Federal Emergency Managemenl Agency

s
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IWcbMail]: WebMail Papelof2

Inbox(30)
Draft*
D.olcted_Iten»

Sent

Home Compose AddraiBook Option* Logout

Message

Delete permanently

FvhibitM

i LJsername la
j (ian.thomas@

Mow to

Fram:D7ikow5kiJivina)Gpamail epa gov
To: I an Thmnds <ian thorn as&ttncfclanapQc com.».

SubJetftiRe Proposed Railroad Abandonment in Cenlidlia. IL STB Docket No A
DatKOS-Jan-OS 03 bS PM

AttachnMnteUS EPA Centrdlia Initial Lntrer doc Central*, II Map pdf

rerward J
••Ply I Reply All |

In Line Text
<Pr.

Mr Thomas

We have no record of having received any correspondence regarding this
proposed abandonment exemption However, based on your request for a
response via e-mail and information in the attached e-mail we offer the
following m reply The decision as to the need for permits under
Section 402 of the Clean Water Act should be determined by the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency Further, m the process of abandoning
the rail line, none of the debns may be discarded along the right of
way or left in streams or wetlands or the banks of such waterways
During track and cross lie removal, appropriate measures must be taken
to prevent or control spills from fuels, lubricants or any other
pollutants from entering any watercourses

Irvm J Dzikowski. P F

Ian Thomas
<ian thomas@str
icklandpllc com
> To
Irvm Dzikow&ki/RSAJSEPA/USQEPA
01/02/2007 cc
03 03 PM

Subject
Proposed Railroad Abandonment in
CentraNa. IL

Hi Mr Dfikowski.

http:/.1m\riiail wcbsilemos com/Mail/MailVicw tfin"ld 2&ma\Nr IW/2007



Exhibit N

Illinois Historic
.__—.' Preservation Agency

Voice (217) 782-4836
1 Old Stale Capitol Plaza • Springfield. Illinois 62701-1512 • Teletypewriter Only (217) 524-7128

Various County *"** "Hmois-history gov
Centralia

Railroad Abandonment
Between Hilepost 13.97 and Milepost 15.02
IHPA Log #013112706

December 15, 2006
Sidney Strickland
Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K St. N.W. Ste. 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

Dear Mr. Strickland:

We have reviewed the documentation submitted for the referenced project<s) in
accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.4. Based upon the information provided, no historic
properties are affected. We, therefore, have no objection to the undertaking
proceeding as planned

Please retain this letter in your files as evidence of compliance with section 106
of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. This clearance
remains in effect for two years from date of issuance. It does not pertain to any
discovery during construction, nor is it a clearance for purposes of the Illinois
Human Skeletal Remains Protection Act (20 ILCS 3440).

If you have any further questions, please contact me at 217/785-5027.

Sincerely,

Anne E. Haaker
Deputy State Historic

Preservation Officer

Pimrrtf an /iWrt fr-rf f'.tft r



CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.FJL1 l05L7(c> and tyc)

UNSF Railway Compan* ("liNSl-"). h> uid through us aulhon/cd icprescntidivc, Sidney L
Strickland, Jr, certifies that on March X. 2007. RNSF sent copies of the foregoing knvirunmcntal
and lliskHK Reports by first class mail lo the following agencies.

Ms Vklona Rubon
Chief. SI-A
Surface Transportation Hoard

Washington DC 20421-0001

Alan Keller. P I.
Illinois Knvironmental PrMuclion Agcnc>
1 02 1 North ( jrnnd Avenue I ast
PU Box 19276
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276

United States Department of Agriculture
Naluial Resources Conservation Service
2MRW |>arkCourt
( hamnaign. IL 61821

Susan L J I lurncman. Project Manager
U S Arm> Corps of F
St 1 ouis District
122.! Spruce Sheet
St

Patrick (i Carroll
Rig River Region
1 1 S I'ish and Wildlife Service
1 I edcral Dnvc

Fort Sni-llmg. MN 551 1 1-1U5A

Marcia S luck man
11S Bureau ofl^nd Management ha^tcm SUilcs
Milwaukee Ticld Office
f>""h I. WiMonsin Avc
Suite 2IH)
Milwaukee, Wl 51202^1617

Dnun Copple. Public. Works
11-IK 5* Street
Ccnlraha, 11.62X01

lohn Sluehineicr, Mayor
( cnlidlui ('Hy I lall
222 S1 Poplar St (U S SI)
Cenliahajl 02801

John Schwalbach, Buieau ( hid
Oivisionnf Public and Iniurnuxlal f ransnorianon
Butcau ol Railniads
1215 r.\Lt:ulive Park Duve
Spimgtlcld, II 62703

Robert Ma> dwell
Natmnal Piiik Service
Midwest Region
601 Rivcrfronl Drive
OmahiuNI 68102-4226

Irv-in D/ikowski
rnvironinenial Proicxtion Aucncy
Region ^
77 West JacksiNi Bnulcvaid
I'hicagn. ILA0604-.WU

Anne T I Linker
Illinois Ihslnnc Preservation Auoney
Pu"*rv.ilH»n SCIVK.CS
fc'l Old Suite Capiliil Pld/j
Springfield. II 62701-1507



Clinton ( ounly Biiard of Commissioners
PU Uox 108
County rourthuuse
Cmlylc.il 62231-0)08

Sam Nail
Mai ion County Board C'hunman
P O Bin 617
Salem, Illinois 62881

dranl Klei n hen/. L'lly Manager
C ily ol Cunirn I la
222 S Puplui Street
tcnlralia, II 62801

lony Antonucci. District Conservationist
Natural Resources Conservation Service
I550tasl Mam
Salem, Illinois 62881

1 1 o ward /cnner. Distntl (.\viscr\aLioni4
Natural Resources < imseivalion Service
1780 N 4*SHCL1
BrccicJL. 622^0

Regional 1 nvinmmcnlal (.
NalKHial Park Service
Mi J west Regional Office
601 Riviirfninl Dnve
Omaha, Nh 68 1 02

Cesar Jose Suarc/
Drvdnpmcm Director

222 S Poplar Street
Ccniralia IL 62801

Nii1ional<Jcc.inicond Atmospheric Admmislraiion
N:ilional Cieodcliu Survey
HI S 1-asl-WesI Highunx
Silver Springs. MI) 2W 10-^28?

Oflitc of ihc Ciovcmor
State of Illinois
207 Stattrhouse
Sprinyficld, IL 62706

Die required cover kUcn. (pursuant Ui 49 (' F R I IDS 11) .ire uitathcd huirto BNSI has
eonsullcd with all appropriate agencies in propaimg the icports

/-It.1
/Sidney I Hukland, Jr

Sidncj Strickland and Associate's PI LC
305U K SI N W ,
Suite 101
Washington, UC 2u(H)7



MUNI Vl M RUM AND J«

SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3060 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON. DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

March 8,2007

Ms Victoria Rutson
Thief, ShA
Surface Transportation Board
395 I- Street. SW
Washington DC 20123-0001

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Clinton and Marion f'ffwufrf, IL

Dear Ms Rutson

On or about March 28,2007, BNSF- Railwa> Company ("BNSP1) plans on filing with the
Surlace transportation Hoard ("SI 11") a Nolicc nOwmption seeking authonty to abandon I OS
miles of lailrrad line between MilcpObt 13 97 und Milcpiihl 15 02, ncarCcnlraha, in Clinton and
Muiion Cnumiei, Illinois (Ihc'l me**) Mtachvd arc I-nvironmcnial and Historic Reports
dcbtnbing the proposed action and any cxpcUed unxironna-ntal and hiMnnc eflixls. as well as a
map oflhc alfttlcd area

Sine



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHMQTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX. 202-295-3864

I SIHII ti 4Ni*.JK

March 8.2007

I Inited Slates Department of Agriculture
Nnlural Resources Conservation Service
2118W Park Court
Charnpuign.il 61821

Re: STB Doclet No. AB-6 (Sub. No 452X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandtmrnfttt
Exemption - in Clinton and Marion Counties, IL

Hear Sir urMudam

()n or aboul March 28,20117, BNSF Railway Company (-BNSK) plans on Tiling with the
Surface I ransportation Itoard (USIBT) a Notice of Lxemplion seeking authority to abandon I OS
miles of railroad line betuucn Milepust 13 97 and Milcposi 15 02. near Cemralia, in Clinton and
Manon ( oimlius, Illinois (the "I me") Attached are Environmental and 11 is I one Reports
dcscnbmg the ptoprrscd action dnd an> cxpcitcd environmental and historic cflet.lt. as well as a
map of the affected area

We die providing Uieac imports so thai you nu> icview die inlormation lhai will form the
basis for the SI B's independent enviiomncntal and historic analyses of this proceeding If any or
Ihe mlormaiion is misleading or incunect, if >-ou believe Lhut pertinent information is misiing, or
if you hdve any questions about the SIIVs environmental review process, please contact Ihe
Section of Fnvironmental Analysis (SFAX Suilace Traiisnortdtiun Duard, 195 t Stiect. S W,
Washington, IX1 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and ruler to the above Pocket No
A1J-6 (Sub No 452X) Because the applicable slatulcs and regulations impuse sumgcni
duddhnes for nioccssing tins action, your written comments to SI%A twilh u topy to Lhc
undersigned) would be appreciated within thive weeks

Youi cummenls will be considered by the SIB in evaluating the environmental and/or
hisioriL preservation impaUs of Ihe tontcmplalcd action If there 4rc any questions concerning
Ihis pioposal, plca&c contacl Ihe undersigned by telephone ut (202) 338-1325 or by moil al Sidney
Stnckland and Associate*. PLIX'. 3(1*0 K Street, N W, Suite 101. Washington. IX' 200U7

I hank you in advance foi youi coupciation

Sini.cn: Iv.

L Strickland, >r
I ncTosurc
SI S/ce»

4B-6tSmb tfa.432\l



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SlPNM I SlRKklANUjH

March 8. 2007

Man Keller, PC
111 mi MS Lnvironmental Protection Agency
1071 North Grand Avenue East
PO Hux 19276

Illinois 62794-9276

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) &NSF Railway Ctimpany— Abandonment
E\tmptiv* - in Clinton and Morion Counties IL

Dear Mr Keller

On or about MBrcli 28, 2007, 1INSF Railway Company ("DNSIWJ plans im filing wiih UK"
Surf ace transportation Board ("SIB*') a Notice of lixemption seeking authuiitylo abandon 1 05
miles oi railniad line between Mitepost H 97 and Miluposl 15 02, near Ceniralia, in Clinton and
Mai ion Counties. Illinois (the "Line*1) Attached arc luivininmental and Histonc Reports
describing thu proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects. as well a* a
map of Ihc aflcucd area

We ore providing these reports so that you may review Ihc mrornintiun that will form the
basis for the SI IJ's independent environmental and historic analyses of thi& proceeding If any uf
the information is misleading or mioinxl, it you believe thai pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB"?, environmental review process, please umiiict the
Suction of F.n vii on mental Analysis (SHA), Surface 1 ranspitrtalion Board, 395 h" Stieet, S Vt .
WnshmKton. IX1 20423-000 1, telephone (202) 2-45-0295. and refer to Ilic above Docket No
AH-6 (Sub Nn 452X) Because the applicable statutes arid nrguIiHiun& impose iirmgent
deadlines for processing this action, voui wnllcn comments tu SDA (with a copy to thu
undersigned) would be appreciated within three week*

Your comments will be considered by the SI 1) in evaluating the cnvnonmcntal and'ur
hiMiinc preservation impacts nfthc contemplated action If iheie are any questions aHiccming
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338- 1 325 01 by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLI.C, 1050 K Sum, N W . Suite 101 1 WaslniiKioii, IX1 20007

I hank you in advance for your cooperation

Smcviely,

Sidney 1. Suiikland.Jr
Lntlosure
SLS/ww



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050KST.N.W..SUFTE101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SlDNF.Yl SnXKI ANDjR

March 8.2007

Su&an L J. llorncman. I'rojeU Manager
U S Army Corps of Kngmeers
Si Louis District
1222 Spruce Slrect
Si Ixnns,MO 63103-2811

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 f.Vi/i. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption -In (Union and Marten Counties IL

Dear Ms llorncman

On or about March 28,2007. UN SI- Railway Company C'BNSh") plans on filing with Hie
Surface rransponation Ifciard ("S IB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to dbandon 1 (IS
miles of railroad line between Mileposl 13 97 and Mileposl IS 02, near Centralia, in Clmlon and
Munon Counties, lllmoih (Ihe Tine") Attached are Environmental and Historic Report1*
descnbing the proposed action and any expected cnvimnmcnial jnd historic ufleets, as well «•» a
map of the affected urea

We arc providing these reports so that you may review Ihc HI formation tliut will furm the
basisi fur the SI B'b independent cnvirunmcntal and historic analyses oflhis proceeding If any uf
Ihu infunnalion is misleading or incorrect, if you believe Hurt pertinent information is missing, or
it you have any quesliuns .ibout the STIt*s environmental review process, please toutuci the
Section of Environmental Analysts (SI-A), Surface Transportation Brand, 305 E Stiect. S W.
Washington. DC* 20423-0001, I ckphonc (202) 245-0295, and refer to Ihe above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 452X) Bvuiuse the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines lor processing this action, your written comment, to SI'A <wilh a cnp>' to the
undersigned) would hv appnxialed wilhm three weeks

Your comments will he considered by the S11) in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts ol the contemplated action II theic arc any questions concerning
this proposal, please con tilt I the undersigned by telephone at (2(12) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Sn ickland and Associates. PLIX, 30SO K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington. IX120U07

I hank you in advance for >oui loopcralion

Sincerely,

r.
Sidnevi Stntkland,Jr
I nvloMiie
SUS/ecw

STBDotltiVe AB-6t\ut



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KSTN.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON. DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3864

Slim v I SiHkiANU IK

March 8. 2007

Brian Topple, Public Works
114 I- 5* Struct
Centralia,lL6280l

Re: STR Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company—Abantfanment
Exemption - in Clinton and Marlon Countin, 1L

Dear Mr. Copplc

On or a bout March 28,2007, BNSr Railway Company (-BNSF1) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB"1) a Notice of Kxemption seeking authority lo abandon I 05
miles of railroad line between Mileposl 13 97 and Mileposl 15 02, near Ccntraliu, in Clinton and
Manon Counties, Illinois (the "IjneTj Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports
desciibing the proposed aclion and jny expected en v mm mental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the u I fee led urea

We are providing these reports so that you may icview the information that will Hum the
basis for the SI B's independent enviionmcntaJ and hisloi n. anal>ses of this pniceudmg II any of
the information is misleading or mcoirvct, if you believe thai pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the SI B's environmental leview process, please contact the
Section ol Environmental Analysis (Sl-.A), Surlacc "I nmspoiUtion Board. 3<*51. Street, S W,
Washington. IX1 20423-0001,1 clcphonc (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 452X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to ShA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by Ihe S fB in evaluating the environmental .ind/or
historic preservation impacts of UK contemplated action If there art any questions comemmg
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidnc)
Stnckland and Associates. PLLC. 3050 K Street, N W. Suite 101, Washington, I)C 20007

1 hank >uu in advance tor your cooperation

Sincerely,

Stnckland, Ji
ire

SLSfcew

4S2\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLL.C
3060 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SlIlhM L SlUkLANU.JK

March 8.2007

Patrick (i Carroll, Seniof Renlt> Officer
US Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 3
BMW Federal Building
One Federal Drive
Fort Snclling. MN 55111-4056

Rr: STB Ducket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 4S2X) BNSFRailway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - In Clinton and Marion Counties, IL

Dear Mr Carroll

On or ahoul March 28,2007, BNSF Railway Company fHNSF") plant on filing wiih UK
Surface 1 ransporldlion Board ("STB"J a Nuticu of hxcmplion sucking authority to abandon 1 OS
miles of railroad line between Milcpost 13 97and Milcposl 15.02, near tcntralia, m Clinton and
Munon t'ounheb, Illinois (the ̂ Line"1) Attached are FjwironmentHl and Historic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected ciivinmmcntal imd histuiK. effects, as well us a
map nf the alTecled area

We arc providing these report* so that you may review Ihc information that will form Ihc
ba&is for the S FBS independent environmenldl and historic anul>sus of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or mcornxl, il you believe that pertinent information is missing, 01
if you have any qucstiuns about the S'l H'i environmental review prixcss, please contact the
Section of hnvironmental Analysis (SI!A>. Surface Transportation Hoard, 395 F Street, S W,
Washington, IX1 20423-0001, Vckphonc (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 4S2X) Because the applicable statute* and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your wiitten commcnls to SliA (uitli a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within thicc weeks

Your commcnls uill be considered by the SI B in evalualm^ the enviionmental and/oi
histonc preservation impatls of the contemplated action II there arc any questions concuinmg
Ihis proposal, please contact Ihc undersigned h> telephone at (21)2) 318-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates. FLIX1,3050 K Sutut, N W, Suite IUI, Washington. I XT 20007

Fhank yon in advance fur your cooperation

Sincerely,

Sidney1 Stncklaji
Lnckrfurc
SIS/eew



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3060 KSr N.W, SUITE 101

WASHINGTON. DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

Sum I siniMAM) JK

March K. 20(17

John Suiehmcicr, Mayor
CenlialiaCrfyllall
222 S PoplaiSt (U S SI)
Ccntra1id.il 62801

tie: STB Doctot No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Raitnvy Company-Abandonment
Exemption - In Clinton and Marion Counties, iL

Dear Mr Stuehmcicr

On or about Maich 28.2007, RNSF Railway Company rBNSF") plans on filmy, with the
Surface Iranaporiatiun Board ("SPIT)a Notice of hxemption Decking authority to abandon I 05
miles of railroad line between Mifeposl 1197 and Milcpost IS 02, near Centralia. in Clinton and
Manon Counties, Illinois (the "Line") Attached arc Fjiviionmcnial and I Iislorw Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected enviionmcntal and historic effect*, us well us a
map of the aflected area

We arc providing these reports so that you niay levicu the information that will form the
basis for the S1 B"s independent environmental and hisloi re analyses of this piocueding If an> of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe thai pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STH's environmental review process, please contiu.1 the
Section of Rnviromnenlal Analysis (SKA), Surfacu TransporT.ition Boiird, 39S h Stievt, S W,
Washington, IX1 20423-0001. lelephonu (202 )24S-020S, and refer to the above Docket No
AH-6 (Sub No 4S2X) Uccausc Ihe applicable statutes and regulations imptisc stnngcni
deadlines for piuLessmg tins uciion. youi written eominuits to SLA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would he appreciated within three weel̂

Your comments will he considered by the S'l I) in evaluating the environmental and/or
hidonc prescrvalion impacts oi the conlumplaled action If there are any questions concerning
this pioposal, please contact tho undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-132* or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Assouan*. PLLC 1050 K Street, N W . Suite 101, Washington, IK120007

Thank you in advance for your cooperation

Smeuiely,

losurc
SLS/cuw

> 4VM



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLUG
3050 K ST. N.W, SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-8108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-285-3854

SllMI t I SlHIl LIAHl> JlL

March8.20U7

Maicia Sicckmon
US Bureau of I^nd Management Eastern Slates
Milwaukee Field Office
62611. Wisconsin Aw
Suite 200
Milwaukee, WI5J2Q2-46I7

He: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company—^Abandonment
Exemption - in Clinton and Morton Counties IL

Dear Mb Sicckman

On or about March 28.2007, BNSF Railway Company C'BNSh") plans cm filing with the
Surface [ ransportalion Board (*STB"') a Notice of lixeniplion seeking authority to Abandon 1 05
miles of rail mad line between Milupost 13 97 and Milepost I5 02, near Ccntinha. in ( linlon and
Marion < ounties, Illinois (the "I me") Attached arc Environmental and Historic Reports
dcsu ihmg I he pn>pi>scd action iind un> expected environmental jnd hisini it elf cuts, us well as a
map of the aflcUod aiea

We arc providing these ie ports so thai you may review the information thai will form the
basis. Jor the S1B\ independent environmental and historic analyses of this procueding Ifuny of
the information is misleading or incorrect if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the SI LVs environmental review process, please contact the
Section of r-nvimnmental Analysis (SKA), Surface 1 ransportalion Hoard, 395 I: Street, S W.
WjshmgtonJX 20423-0001. telephone (202) 2-15-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 4S2X) Because the applicable .statutes and regulations impose slrmgunl
deadlines fur processing this action, your wnlten comments to SI:A (with n copy to the
undersigned) would he appreciated within three weeks

Your luinnienls will be considured by the S'l B in evaluating the cnvironrrtcnuil and/or
hisloric puavrvation impacts of the contemplated action If theie arc any questions concerning
this pioposal. please uxilact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1 (25 or by mail at Sidnc>
Strickland and Associates. PM C, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, IK120007

Thank you in advance for your cixiperatum

_ Strickland, Jr
En
SLS/ccv*



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. NW.. SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX. 202-2*5-3854

Smeiivl SlRhM HNI>.JK

March B. 2007

John Schwalbadi, Bureau Chief
Division of Public and Inlermodal IVansporialion
Bureau of Railroads
121S liMxutive Park Drive
Springfield. 1L 62703

Re; STB Docket No. AIM {Smb. No* 412X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Clinton ana" Mario* GHm/<n, IL

Dear Mr Schwulhach

On or about March 28,2007, HNSF Railway Company ("BNSI*) plans on filing with the
Surface I ransportalmn Board ("S J B1") a Notice or Ijtemptwn seeking authority lo abandon 1 05
miles of railroad line between Mileposl 13.97 and MileposL 15 02, near C'cnlralia, in Clinton and
Marion Counties, Illinois (Ihc "Lmu") Attached are Environmental and Elisiouc Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map ol the J fleeted area

We ore providing these reports so that you may review the information lhal will fnim the
basis for the Sill's independent environmcnlnl and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
me information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, plcusu conluct the
Section ol I .nvironmental Analysis (Sr-'A), Surface 1 ransportation Board. J95 I- Street, S W.
Washington, IK 20423-0001, lelephone (202) 24S-0295, and refer to Ihc abo\-ulXxkct No
AB-6(Sub No 452X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines fur processing this action, your written comments to SI'A (with a copy lo the
undersigned) would be appreciated wilhm three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the SIB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic prtscivation impacts of the uxilemplated action inhere are any questions concerning
mis proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PUX\ 1050 K Street N W. Suite IUI , Washington. DC 201)07

I hiink you in advance for your cuoperalinn

Itf-li (Sub ,Vu 412\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-6108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SlUNIVl SlKHhLAM) JlL

March 8.2007

Irvin Dzikowski
K-nvironmenlal Protection Agency
Regions
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, II. 60604-3590

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 f.V«fc. No. 452X) MNSFRailway Compau^-AhaudunmeHl
E\emption - in Clinton and Marion Counties, IL

Dear Mr. D/ikowski.

On or about March 28,2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing wilh the
Surface I ransportatkm Board ("SIB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authont> 10 abandon I OS
miles of railroad line between Milepo&t 13 97 and Milcpost IS 02, near Ccntralia, in ( hnton and
Manon Counties Illinois (the "Line") Attuched aie Fimronmental and Historic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and histoiic uffccts, as well as a
map nl the directed area

We arc providing these reports so thai you may review the information that will form Ihc
basis for the SI B"s independent environmental and historic analyses ol this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
it >ou have airy questions, about the STH's environmental review process, please contact Ihc
ejection of \j\\ ironmcntal Analysis (Sh A), Surface Transportation Board, 395 !•' Street, S W,
Washington, DC 20421-0001. Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to Ihc above [Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 4S2X). BecuubC the applicable statutes and regulations impose stnngvnl
deadlines lor pniccssing this action, your written comments to SFA (with a copy to thu
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the SIH in evaluating Ine onvnonmemal anuVoi
histoiic preservation impacts of the contemplated action inhere arc any questions concerning
this pioposal. please contact Ihc undersigned by telephone at (202) 3 38-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PI,L<\3050K Street,N W., Suite IOK Washington, IX. 20007

I hank you in advance tor your cooneraluin

Sincerely.

SLSfeew



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES. PLLC
3050 KST N.W, SUITE 101

WASHINGTON. DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX 202-295-3654

SlIXHVl SlHK.klANU.jK

March 8. 2007

National Paik Service
Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha. NE 68 102-4226

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 {Sub No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company— Abantbnmeat
Exemption - in Clinton and Marion Counties, IL

Dear Mr Maydwcll

On or about March 28, 2007, HNSI Railway Company ("BNSF') plans on Tiling with the
Surface 1 rancportalion Board (MS*I B"1) a Notice of hxcmplion seeking authority to abandon I 05
miles of uilroad line between Mileposl 13.97 and MilcpoM IS 02, nan Cenlralm, m Clinton and
Man i m Counties Illinois (the "1 me") Attached aie I*nvironineni4l and Historic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map nf the ntfctftcd area

We ore providing these reports so thai you may review the mfoiniatton thai will form the
basis for the S I H's independent cnviionmeiual and historic analyses ol this piocceding If any of
the infomution is misleading or intoirccl, if you believe lhat pertinent inlomuUon is missing, or
if you have any questions about the SI H's environmental review process please umlaut the
SeUion of hnvironmonlal Anal>sis iShA), Siiri<N.e Transportation Hoard, 395 R Street S W .
Washington, IX1 20423-0001, I elephonu (202) 245-0295, and refer lo the above Docket No
AB-6(Sub No 452 X) Because the applicable statutes mid regulations impose stringent
deadlines for piocessing Ihis action, >our written comments to SKA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would he appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered b> the STB in evaluating the environmental und/nr
historic picservauon impacts ol the contemplated action If there dre any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undeisiujicd by telephone at (202) 338-1325 01 by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLU\ 3050 K Sticet, N W , Suite 101, Washmylon, IX 20007

"I hunk you in advance for >uurttn>pcration

Smceicly,

SI S/eew



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHMOTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX- 202-295-3854

SUM* I. SHWMANU.JR

Much 8.2007

Anne \l Hanker
Illinois Historic Reservation Agency
Preservation Services
»I Old Stale Capitol I'la/a
Springfield, I1.6270MS07

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Salt. No. 4S2X) BNSF Railway Compaay-^huttloameitt
Exemption - in Clinton and Marian Counties, IL

Dear Ms t [Baker

On or about March 28,2007, HNSF Railway Company ("KNSF") plans on filing with the
Surface I ransportalion Board (>1S IU11) a Nuticc of kxempLiun seeking authority to abandon 1 OS
miles of railroad line between Milepost 13 97 and Milepost IS 02. near Ceniralia, in Clmlun and
Marion Counties, Illinois (the ul line") AtUdicd are Environmental and I hstoric Reports
describing (he proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effect*, as well as a
map of the affected area

V>e arc providing these reports so thai >uu may review the information that will furm the
basis for this SI U's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding [[ any of
the information is misleading or incorrect it you believe that pertinent information is missing, 01
il you have any questions about the SI B's envnonmenlal review process, please contact the
Section ofHnviionmental Analysis (SKA). Surface 1 ransporlation Board, 395 E Stiect, S W,
Washington, IK.1 20421-0001, I eKrphone (202)245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 452X) Ikvausc the applicable stututcs and regulations impose stiingenl
deadlines for processing this aition, yuur unttcn comments in SKA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by die S Ili in evaluating the envnonmenlal and/or
IIIMOTIC preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there arc any questions concerning
ihh proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) **8-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PI I (\ 1050 K Street. N W , Suite 101. Washington, UC 20007

'llunk you in advance foi your cooperation

Sincerely.



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
303DK ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON. DC 20007-6108
TELEPHONE. 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SiRKh.i4Nn.Jii

March 8.2007

Clinton County Board of Commissioners
I>Olk>x308
(. uunty Courthouse
Carlyle, 11.62211-0108

Re: STB Doctet No. A&4 (Smb. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - m Clinton ami Marian Counties, IL

Dear Sirs and Madam

On or about March 28, 2007, BNSh Railway Company ("BNSK") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Hoard ("S IB") a Notice of hxcmption seeking authority to abandon 1 OS
miles of railroad line between Milepost 13 97 ami Mileposl 15 02, near Ccnlralia, in Clinton and
Marion Counties, Illinois (the "Kmc") Attached arc h'nvininmental and Historic Reports
descnhimji Ihu proposed aclum nnd any expected environmental and hisumi, effects, a* well a* a
map ol the nffectcd area

We urc providing these reports, so that >ou may review the information thai will form the
basis for the STB1* independent environmental and historic umily&cs of this proceeding It any ol
the mfbrmatiun is misleading or incorrect, if >ou believe thdt pertinent information is missing, or
if \ou havu any qucstKins about the S fH'b cnvironmuntal review proccbb. please contact Ihc
Section of l-nvironmental Analysis (SKA). Surface Transpurtation Board, 395 E Street, S W,
Wellington, IK' 20423-0001, telephone (202) 245-0295. and refer hi the above Docket No.
AB-6(Sub No 4S2X) Because the applicable alatutcs and rugulalioni impose stringent
deadlines lor pnxessmg this action, yimr written cummunts lo SEA (with a copy lo the
ufuler-igned) would he appiccialcd within three weeks

Yviur comments will be considered by the SIB in evaluating thu environmental and/or
Insioric preservation impacts of the contemplated dclion If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact thu undersigned b> tclephiine at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Sirnkland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Sired, N W. Suite 101, Wuslimglun, DC 20007

1 hank yuu in advance for your cooperation

L. Stnckland,Ji
ivure

SLSf'eew



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3060 KSTN.W., SUITE IW

WASHNGTON, DC 20007-610B
TELEPHONE- 202-338-13Z5

FAX: 202-295-3854

Siiwirl SimikiANULJH.

March 8,2007

Sam Nail
Manon County Board Chanman
!» O Box 617
Salem, Illinois 62881

Re: STB Docket No. AB4 (Sab. No. 452X) BNSF Hallway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Clinton ami Marion GMMTMS. IL

Dear Mr Nail

On i>r about March 28.2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing, with the
Suitacc 1 ransportation Board C*S FB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority lo abandon I 05
miles of railroad line between Milcposl 13 97 and MilcpusL 1502, near Central ia, in Clinton and
Marion Counties, Illinois (the "I,me") Attached arc Environmental and Historic Reports
describing the proposed action und any exported unvironnwnial and historic effects, as well as a
nup of the affected men

We aic pioviding thusc reports so that you may review the information that will foim the
basis for the SI B's independent environmental and historic anahscs of this proceeding If any of
ihc information is misleading ui incurred, il >\HI believe that pertinent information is missing, or
it >ou have any questions dhoui the S fLJ's cnvirunmenlal review process, please contact the
Section of I nvironincntal Analysis (SKA), Surface rranbncvlation Board, 39S K Street. S W..
Washingtim, \K~ 20421-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295. and refer to the above Docket No
AH-6 (Sub No 452X) Ikcaiise the applicable statutes and regulations impose sJnngenl
deadline* for processing this at I ion, your written comments to SLA (with a copy lo the
undcrsigncd) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your cumments mil be considered by the S f B in evaluating the environmental and'or
historic preservation impacts of Ihc contemplated action If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please tonuu.1 iho undersigned by telephone at (202) 318-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Stmkbmd and Associates, FMX1,30SO K Street, N W. Suite 101, Wfehmglon, DC 20U07

, you in advance for your cooperation

Sincerely,

Sidney^K Strickland, Jr
l-ndosurc
SI S/ecw



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3060 K ST. N.W.. 3WTE101

WABHMOTON, DC 20007-6108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1326

FAX: 202-295-MM

SlDNhl I SlKII KIAND.JR

March 8,2007

liranl Klcmhenz, t'rty Managu
City of Ccnlialia
222 S Poplar Streel
Ccntra1ia,ILA280l

to: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub flfe 452X) BNSf Jtetrwp Company—Abandonmeat
Exfntptio* - In Clbtlon and Morion Counties, JL

Dear Mr Klcinhenr

On nr about March 28. 7007, RNSF Railway Company ("BNSf") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (•"SriV'faNiHiceufFxcmplion sucking authonlylo abandon I 05
miles of railroad line between Milcpost 1197 and Milepast 15 02, near Centralia, m C'lmlun and
Miinon Counties, llliums (the "Line") Attached arc Environmental and Historic Rcpuits
dcstnbmg the propnscd action und any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the aflixled area

We aie providing Uiesu reports so that >»u may review ihe inhmnation that will lorm the
basis for ihc ST B's mdupcndenl cnviioamental and historic analyses of this proceeding If an> of
the information is misleading 01 incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is musing, or
it you have any questions about the SI B's environmental review procubb, ptedsc conuu.1 the
Section of l-n\inmmenlal Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board. 395 F SlrceU S W,
Washington, IX1 2(M2^-OOOMclephone (202)245-0295, and leferlo the above IJockei No
AH-6 (Sub No 4S2X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines foi processing this, action, your written comments to SEA (wiih a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the SID in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there aie any questions concerning
this pntposdl, please ton tact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 318-1125 or by mail at Sidne>
Strickland and Associates, PLU1,3050 K Sheet, N W, Suite 101, Washington, IX' 20007

J hank you in advance for your cooperation

Sincerely,

idney Î Ktnckland. Ir

Sl.S/eew



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3060KST NW, SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-6108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNI 1 I. SlUf klANU.Jll

March 8. 2007

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Notional Geodetic Survey
13 1 5 lust-West Highly
Silver Spring-,, MD2CWIO-.1282

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company— Abandonment
- in (YhriM ami Marion Countm, IL

Deai Sir or Madam

On iv about March 28, 2007, BNSF Rmlua> Company ("HNSF1) plans on tiling with me
Surface I ranspurtalion Board ("SI B"*) a Notice of lixcmpt ion seeking authority to abandon I 05
miles of railroad line between Milepost 13 *>7 and MilepoM IS 02, near C'enliaha, in Clinton and
Manon C utilities, Illinois (the "Line*1) Attached are Hnvironmciital and Historic Reports
describing the proposed acunii and an> expected environmental and historic c fleets, as well as a
map of the aftccied arva

We arc providing these reports so tliat you may review die information thai will form die
basis Air the SIB'*, independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If an> of
the information is mislead my or incorrect, il you believe that pertinent information in missing, or
if you have any questions about the S TB\ unvironinenuil review pioccss, please contact the
Section of Fnvironmenlal Analysis (SliA), Sui laee Transportation Board. 395 h Street, S W ,
Washington. IX1 20421-01101, relephofw (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 fSuh No 452X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines lui processing thu. action, your written tommunts to SI A (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three ssecks

Your comments will be considcicd by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact die undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
SliiLkland and Associates, PI.LC, 3050 K Struct, N W , Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank >ou in advance (or your coopcialmn

Smugly.



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
30SOKST N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 2)2-295-3854

Slllhl * I STUN I-1 4*JM iK

Marcli 8.2007

Office of the Governor
Slate of Illinois
207 Stalehnusc
Springfield, IL 62706

Re: STB Docket Nit. AB4 (Sub. No. 412X) BNSF XaUwnr Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Clinton and Marlon Cvunfin, IL

Dear Sir ur Madam

On or about March 28,2007. BNS1* Railway Company ("BNSF1) plans on Tiling with the
Surface I reimportation Board ("SPl*") a Notice ut Exemption seeking authority to abandon 1 US
miles of railroad line between Milcpusl 13 97 and Milcpust 15 02, ncarCenfralia, in Umton and
Marion C'uuntics, Illinois (the "Line1*) Anachcd an: himronmenlal and Historic Rcpoits
describing the proposed action and an> c\pec1cd environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the affected area

We arc providing these reports sn lhat you may review the information that will Conn the
toisis for the SIII's independent environmental and historic analyses of this pioccedmg If any of
the intomiiitKin is misleading or me<irrecl. if you believe ihut pertinent information is missing, or
if>ou have any questions about the STB's environmental icview process, please contau Ihe
Section ot 1-nviiiMiincntal Analysis (SI1A), Surface I ransportation Board, 395 li Street. S W ,
Washington. IK' 20423-OU01. Telephone 1202) 24S4245, and refer to the above Docket No
Ali-ft(Suh No 452X) Because the applicable statutes and regulation* impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, ynur written comment-* to SEA (with a copy lo the
undesigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by Ihe S FB in evaluating die environmental and/or
historic preservation impact, of the contemplated action If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 138-1J2S or by mail at Sidney
SiiiLkland and Associates. PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, IX' 20007

rh:mk you in advance for >oiir cooperation

Sinceii



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KST.NW , SUITE101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SlIiNkVl. SlKKkl ANII If

Much 8,2007

I toward /cnncr, District Conservationist
Natural Resouiccs Conservation Service
1780 N. 4* Street
BreeseJL 62210

Rf: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 412X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - In Clinton and Marlon CoiMfin, IL

Dear Mr /cnncr

On or about March 28,2007, BNSF Railway Company fHNSP) plans on filing with the
Surface "I ransportalion Board ("STB") a Ninicc of I-.xcmption seeking uuihonty to abandon I 05
miles or railroad line between Milepost 13 97 and MilcpObl 1 S 02, near Cenlralia, in Clinton and
Mariim Counties, Illinois (the "Line**) Attached arc Environmental and Historic Keports
describing the proposed uUion and any expected environmental and hislm ic effects, as well as a
map «f ihc affected area

Wu aic providing these reports so that >ou ma> review the information thai will fonn the
basis for ihc SI It's independent environmental and historic analyse* of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe thai pertinent information is missing, or
it >ou have uny questions about the S1 B's enviiomniinial review process, please contact the
Section of FnxironmcnUl Analysis (SEA), Surface rrans.port.Hion IJoard, 395 E Street, SW,
Washmglun. DC 2W2VOOOL Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer lo tlic above Docket No.
Alf-6 (Sub No 452X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impo-* stringent
deadlines fur pnicessiiig this attion. your wnliun uiminenls to SI j\ (with n topy lo the
undersigned) would he appreciated within Ihnx* weeks

Your comments will be considered by the S*!!) in evulualmg the environmental and/or
histonc preservation impacts of the contemplated action II there arc any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) H8-1 )2S or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates., PI.L£, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC' 20007

I hank you in advance for your enunciation

Sinccielv.

re
SI S/eew

•UMf.fkJl Nf 4S2Xt



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLUG
3050 KSr N.W.,SUTTE101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-6108
TELEPHONE: 202-538-1325

FAX- 202-295-3854

SUINI * I. SIM KLAMJ JR

March 8,2<XP

Tony Antonacu, District Conservationist
Natural Resource* Conservation Service
1550 Lust Mam
Salum, Illinois 62881

Jtt: STB Docket No. AB-6 <Sub. No. 452X) BNSP Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - In Clinton and Marion Counlfat, //,

DCJI Mr. Antunacui

On or about March 28.2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSI") plans on filing with the
Surface I ransportation Board ("STB**) a Notice of demotion seeking authority to abandon 1 OS
miles of raihoad line between MileposL 13 97 and Milurxist 15 02, near Cuniralia, m Clinton and
Marion Counties, Illinois (Ihu "Line") Attached arc linviiunnK-nlal and Historic Reports
describing the proposed dUion and an> expected cnvimnmLnial and histoi ic effects, as well as a
map of the at feeted area

We arc providing these reports so that you may review thu inlormalicin thai will form the
has is for die STB1* independent environmental and historic analyses of thi» pnicccding If any of
NIC information is. misleading or incorrect, if >nu Mieve thai pert men I information is. miismg, or
if you have an> quuslions about the STH's envinrnmenlal review process, please coniact the
Section ul'FmiuHimenlal Analysis (Sl"j\), Surlaec Iransrn>rtdtion liiwrd, 395 K Street, S W .
Washington. IK" 20423-0001, Telephone (20:j 24S-02V5. and rvfcr to thu above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 452X) Because the applicable statutes and a-gulalioiis impose sfiingcnt
deadlines for processing this action, your wnitun comments to SI .A (with j ei»py to the
undersigned) would be appnxiated within three v*uek*

Yom uimmcnts will be considered by the SI H in evaluating the envnonmcnlal and/or
hiilonc prcsurvalion impacts of the contemplated action II there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLIXT, 3050 K Street. N W, Suite 101, Washington. EX120007

I hank you in advance for your cooperation

Si merely.

Sl.S/ucw



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3060 KSTN.W, SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-6108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1326

FAX: 202-296-3854

Sum r L smew AND JR

March 8.7007

Regional Environmental Coordinator
National Park Scn'ice
Midwest Regional Office
601 Riverfront Dnvc
Omaha, NK 68102

Rt: STB Docket No, AB-6 (Sub. Afoi 452X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Clinton and Marie* Countif\t IL

Deal Sir or Madam

<Jn or about March 28,2007, IJNSI- Railway I'omrwny (UBNSF") plans im filing with the
Suifaoc transportation Board ("STB") a Notke of hxcmplioii seeking authority to abandon I OS
miles of railroad line between Mileposl 13 97 und Mileposl IS 02, ncarCcntralia, in Clinton and
Mai ion ( ountics, Illinois (the "Line") Attached are l-nvironnwntal and I Iistonc Reports
dcscnhing the proposed action and any expected environmental und historic effects, as well as a
map of the affected area

We aru providing these rcpoils so that you mu> review the mrormalion thai will lorn the
basii Tor the SI H's independent environmental and historic analyses ot this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incoriecu if you believe ihut pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions uboul the SI B's environmental review process., please contact the
SevlKin of Environmental Analysis (SF-.A), Surface Transportation Boaid, 395 E Struct, S W,
Washington. I)C 20423-0001, Felephune (202) 245-0295, and refer lu Hie above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 4S2X) Itecausc Ilie applicable simules and mguLitioiis impose strmgenl
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments lu SI'A (wilJi a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating Ihe environmental and/or
historic prcservauon impacts of Ihe contemplated action It there aic any questions concern ing
this proposal, please conlau the undeisigned by telephone at (202) 318-1325 or by mail at Sidney
StuckJand and Associates. PU.C. 3050 K Street. N W. Suite 101. Washington, DC 200U7

1 hank you in advance for your cooperation

N*



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. NW, SUITE 101

WASHINGTON. DC 20007-6108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-296-3854

SlIINIll. SiIlll UANil JR

March 8,2007

Cesar Jose Suarcz
Ixunomic Development Director
City ofTenlruliii
.222 S Poplar Struct
Ccniialia.il. 62801

Re: STB Docket No, AB-6 (Sub No. 452X1 BNSt Railway ( ompaity—Aaandonmeni
Exemption - In Clinton and Marion Counties, IL

Dear Mi Suare/

On or about March 28,2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans oil filing with lite
Surface 'I reimportation Board ("STB") a Notice of l-.xcmption seeking aulhonty lo iihandon 1 OS
mik-b cifrailniad line helween Milvpust 1197 and Milcpost IS 02, IKTHI Central'ia, in Clinton mid
Manun Counties. Illinois (the "Line") Attached arc Hnvironmental and Historic Reports
describing Ihu proposed aclKin and any expected environmental jnd historic eflccti, as well as a
map of the dfleclcd area

We arc providing thus*: reports so thai you ma> a-view ihe information that will form iho
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyse* of ihLs proceeding If any or
the information is misleading or incorreet, if you believe 1hj| pertinent information is rowing, or
if you have any questions about Ihe S I'B's environmental review process, plcaw; coiiiail the
Section of Environmental Anjlys.is (SKA), Surface FranspiTialion Hoard, 395 \'. Street, S W.
Washington, IX' 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket Nu
AB-6 (Sub Nu 452X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SI-A (with u copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within Ihree weeks

Yimrcomments will be considered by the SI B in evaluating ihe environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action II there are any question* concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 3 $8-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Suickland and Associates. PI 1,0,3050 K Street. N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your coiipcrai ion

1-nJtfsurc
SI S/ecw


